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“Your generous support enables us to create  
opportunities to learn together, harness our  
collective strengths and energies, and empower 
generations of ocean champions”   
						      _ Jim Chase, Executive Director
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 This report highlights Seacoast Science Center’s accomplishments 
from October 1, 2024 – September 30, 2024. 
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Empowering ocean champions
At Seacoast Science Center, guests have the opportunity to explore New Hampshire’s coastal and ocean  
environment, indoors and out! Our interactive exhibits, inquiry-based educational programs, and mission-focused 
events bring visitors up close and personal to the wonders of Odiorne Point State Park and the Gulf of Maine. 

Our unique style of fun, hands-on education cultivates a sense of belonging, where all ages, and people from all 
walks of life, can see themselves as practitioners of science. We believe that this is the first step in creating  
positive change to improve the long-term health of our planet and empowering generations of ocean champions. 
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				         I began volunteering 	
				           at Seacoast Science 
				            Center after my 
				              mother, brother  
				              and I completed 
				              UNH’s Marine 
				             Docent program. 
				          These experiences 
				    shaped my under- 
			       standing of the natural 
world and sparked a lifelong interest in environ-
mental science. My interest grew further when  
assisting with Big Fish Little Fish and Treks. After 
high school, I double-majored in chemistry and 
earth/space science at the University of Michigan. 
I conducted research with the Joint Institute for  
the Study of the Atmosphere and Ocean. That  
led me to a position aboard the NOAA ship R/V  
Ronald H. Brown Climate and Ocean Variability, 

Predictability, and Change Cruise. I continued 
my studies at Oregon State University and 
earned my Ph.D. in Ocean, Earth, and Atmo-
spheric Sciences in 2021. My dissertation was 
related to oysters and ice cores. My interest 
in heavy metals and geochemistry brought 
me to Greenland in 2022 and again this year, 
where my team and I conducted research out 
of Summit Station. Currently, I am working on 
a National Science Foundation research grant 
to trace sources of lead pollution and quantify 
emissions from those sources.

Something I’ve carried with me, instilled by my 
mom and my time at SSC, is the value of curi-
osity and exploring the natural world. Embrace 
your questions, seek out new experiences, and 
never stop exploring—there’s always something 
new to learn and discover!

— Sophie Wensman, Ph.D
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Fostering curiosity  

				       I have fond 	
				         memories of 
				          exploring  
				        Odiorne Point 
				       State Park as a 
				    child, tide pooling 
			        and walking the trails. 
I wanted to create core memories here for 
my daughter too. The first time we visited  
Seacoast Science Center, Ada fell in love with 
it! She was fascinated by the marine animals. 

Together, we are learning more about the 
world around us and finding a community  
of friends. Ada’s curiosity, interests, and 
knowledge are expanding. Watching my 
daughter’s face light up when she is  
exploring at the Center, especially the touch 
tank, is wonderful. She loves to sit and point 
out all of the life she sees! Every time we visit 
or participate in a program, like Big Fish  
Little Fish or Nature@Nite, we learn  
something new. SSC has encouraged my 
daughter to stay curious about the world 
around her and I know that her inquisitive 
mind will help her succeed in the future.

— Tara Murdough

At Seacoast Science Center, it all starts with curiosity! Curiosity sparks exploration, generates ideas, drives lifelong 
learning, and supports open-mindedness. Fostering curiosity helps build a lifelong connection to the natural world 
and encourages responsible behaviors toward the environment. Engaging early learners in nature-based activities 
fuels their curiosity and contributes to their well-being, benefiting their physical, emotional, cognitive, and social 
development. We believe it is never too early to kick-start one’s curiosity, which is why we offer programs specially 
designed for infants and preschoolers.

Early learner programs
Big Fish Little Fish Play Day, held Thursdays, September to 
April, excites early learners about the world around them 
through fun and educational activities. Special theme-
based stations engage children in fine and gross motor 
skills, sensory exploration, literacy, math, and creativity. 

Big Fish Little Fish offers a self-guided experience that 
opens a pathway for young learners to follow their  
curiosities, engage in ways that are comfortable to 
them, and build confidence as explorers and young 
scientists. With a favorite adult by their side, caretakers 
can model how to investigate, ask questions, observe, 
and think critically. Adults can then support their little 
one’s learning journey about the natural world around 
them in their own backyard and while adventuring near 
and far.

Treks, the Center’s introductory camp program for  
ages 4-5, is held during regional school vacations and  
all summer long. Trekkers  
engage in play-based  
activities and guided  
exploration that follows  
their curiosity and  
encourages self- 
directed, creative  
thinking. Lessons  
focus on our local  
coastal and ocean  
environment, and  
global topics  
introduce children 
to our one  
world ocean.
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Building a conservation ethic

Our Safari Environmental Day Camp (grades K-5) 
programs take full advantage of the diverse habitats of 
Odiorne Point State Park and the Center’s exhibits to 
enrich a camper’s experience and understanding of the 
natural world. By fostering a deep connection with the 
environment, and helping campers understand how  
human behavior—including their own behavior— 
influences it, we are building a foundation for a lifelong 
conservation ethic. Campers become more aware of 
their actions and are empowered to make more  
environmentally sustainable choices.

of the ocean at each place. I moved a lot during 
my childhood and SSC always felt like home. 

I learned so much in camp and the Marine 
Science Fellows program, and continue to learn 
something new every day as a volunteer. Here, I 
learned that no matter what differences people 
have, they can enjoy their shared curiosity and 
sense of wonder about the ocean together.

I am considering pursuing a degree in marine 
biology, but have a strong interest in psycholo-
gy, theater, and the arts. So, I think I may start 
in liberal arts and figure things out from there.

— Ava Leslie, Senior, Berwick Academy

				    I grew up in 
				     New York City 
				      and became a  
			               ‘nature girl’ in 
			             the tide pools at 
			          Odiorne Point State 
			   Park around the age of 
six when I attended SSC’s Safari Camp. I was 
always a curious child, but was especially 
allured by the wonder of the ocean and its 
creatures! I’ve spent time in California, Spain, 
England and France with my family, and am 
fascinated by the similarities and differences 

Stewards (grades 6-8) spend the days immersed in 
nature across our region. Adventure activities, such as 
hiking, kayaking, surfing and whale watching, engage 
youth in learning about the ecosystems they interact  
with. Marine Biology Camp for High School Students 
is for science-minded students who are interested in 
pursuing studies in marine biology or a related science 
field. Working with SSC’s live animals, scientific in-
struments, and in group-based projects, the hands-on 
lessons give students practical experience and insight 
into marine science careers.
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Visitors of all ages can “get their hands wet” in our 
Community Nature Programs, where fun family- 
friendly exploration and learning activities include 
Rocky Shore Tide Pooling and Investigation, Coastal 
Birding, Seine Netting, and more. This shared  
experience empowers visitors to continue on a journey 
of discovery of the natural world around them. 

Our Marine Science Fellowship is a semester-long 
course that goes far beyond the traditional classroom. 
The course dives deep into the marine sciences,  
provides opportunity for hands-on field investigations 
and scientific inquiry, and introduces students to local 
scientists, conservationists, and other professionals in 
the marine sciences fields.

Fellows work with a mentor to develop a research 
project that is most meaningful to them and learn how 
to create a poster presentation of their findings. The 
course culminates with students sharing their research 
with community members. Fellows gain insight on a 
range of career paths in the marine sciences and course 
of study options at the college level. High school credit 
is available for this course.

Training generations of leaders

				      I first became  
				        engaged with 
				         the Center as 
				          a freshman in 
				         high school  
				      when my family  
			             spent the summer 
			      with my grandparents 
who lived in Rye. Growing up in the Greater 
Boston area, my family always shared a  
passion for nature. As the oldest child of four,  
I felt right at home serving as an educator  
and mentor. All four of us have worked in the  
summer camp program through the years! 

Inspired by my time here, I decided to pursue  
a career in child psychology and am currently 
doing my Postdoctoral Fellowship at Boston 
Children’s Hospital. More specifically, I am 
conducting Attention Deficit Disorder and  
Autism assessments for my young patients. 

My years at Seacoast Science Center taught 
me the value of curiosity-driven, hands-on 
learning; respect for nature; and the power of 
being in a supportive environment. It sparked 
my interest in learning more about children’s 
cognitive development and behavior, and 
making a difference in children’s well-being.

— James Lynch, Ph.D.
Pictured is James (center) and his siblings  

(L-R) Julia, Brian, and Katherine in 2013
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Opening doors to opportunities

I am a retired  
police captain  
and serving my  
community 
continues to be a  
driving force in my  
life. I began volunteering  
with SSC Marine Mammal Rescue in 2018. 
That piqued my granddaughter Hannah’s 
interest, who is a life-long shark aficionado. 
So, she started joining me on response cases 
and community education outreach events. 
It has always been important to me to share 
the merits of giving back as a family, learning 
from one another, and growing together.

— Ron Plourde, Marine Mammal Rescue Volunteer

SSC is such a safe and welcoming place— 
a place where I instantly felt like I belonged, 
was valued, and inspired by. For me, barriers 
were broken… the staff are amazing mentors 
and they helped me realize the important 
place that women and girls have in S.T.E.M.  
I hope to be a role model as well some day.  
My time there has expanded my interest in 
the marine world and helped to solidify my 
plans to pursue studies and a career in  
marine science field research. 

— Hannah Plourde, Volunteer

Our Community (Citizen) Science Programs provide 
opportunities to participate in scientific research and 
environmental monitoring. Everyone–from children to 
adults–can join in to explore, learn about, and  
contribute to the knowledge and understanding of our 
ecosystems. Programs, such as Habitat Exploration, 
Rocky Shore Investigation, and Beach Cleanup and  
Marine Debris Tracking, teach about balance in an  
ecosystem, threats or stresses on an ecosystem, and 
how we can all become healthy ocean advocates! 

Our annual community science event, BioBlitz, is a 
dawn-to-dusk biological survey of Odiorne Point State 
Park where families and nature enthusiasts team up 
with SSC naturalists and guest experts to find and  
identify as many different species as possible in one 
day. Participating in BioBlitz is a great way to learn  
about biodiversity and discover how you can help 
protect our natural world. This year marked our 22nd 
annual event, bringing the total number of species 
identified to 2,402. 

Internships at SSC offer practical work experience  
that can play a key role in advancing a students’  
understanding of a career in the marine science,  
environmental education, and museum fields. This  
learning experience is a unique opportunity for career 
exploration, professional development, and application 
of new skills and knowledge. 

Volunteers assist with all areas of our operation, from 
front of house to behind the scenes. Our goal is to  
create meaningful experiences that help volunteers gain 
knowledge, build professional skills, and enjoy  
camaraderie among like-mined individuals. No matter 
the role, all volunteers can take pride in helping us  
advance our mission to inspire conservation of our 
Blue Planet.
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I was looking for somewhere to connect with 
the community and began volunteering here.  

At Seacoast Science Center, I am able to meet 
people with the same values, ideas, and  
beliefs. I am able to help the Center any way 
I can, teach, and share its message of ocean 
conservation. These connections are the best, 
and simplest part of life. Since I’ve been here, 
I have seen the Center grow so much—and I 
have grown too! We’ve gained confidence in 
each other, learned from each other, and  
given to each other and our community.

— Bill Schoppmeyer

					      I studied  
					        technical  
					         theater in 
					         school, but 
					        with no job 
				                openings 		
			             	          close to home, 
	 `			        I joined the Navy 
			            and spent many years 
of service below the water as a submarine crew 
member. Following that, I was a firefighter, 
EMT, paramedic, chemist, and magician.  
Currently, I work at the power plant in 
Seabrook, NH. After moving to New Hampshire, 
I came to the Center one weekend for a visit.  

1 2

3
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4

5 6

1. 	 Each summer, Stewards campers learn about whales and other marine mammals that inhabit the Gulf of Maine 
during a whale watching field trip.

2. 	Seal Walk participants get a close view of the harbor seals that often rest on the rocks in the Merrimack River 
while learning about local seal species and our Marine Mammal Rescue team’s work.

3. 	Our Isles of Shoals Excursions provide a unique opportunity to discover the fascinating wildlife of the Gulf of 
Maine, as well as the beauty and rich history of Star Island. 

4. 	This year, our Eco-Adventure Travel program brought 25 participants to the Azores, Portugal, to learn about  
this biodiverse archipelago and conservation efforts to preserve this beautiful, productive region. 

5. 	Wildlife Kayak Tour participants learn about the abundance of life below and above the water, and how to help 
protect local ecosystems and wildlife, all while having a blast!

6. 	Our Marine Biology for High School Students week-long summer program provides a deep dive into the field  
of marine biology for students who are interested in environmental and wildlife conservation.



Marine mammal rescue
Contributing through community science 

When responding to a deceased animal, and explaining how we measure,  
examine, sample and sometimes necropsy an animal, you can see people’s  
sadness shift to appreciation and curiosity. Sharing how these animals’  
legacies live on in data and how their bodies nourish other species is  
such an important aspect of nature. I love being able to share my  
knowledge and passion for this work!

Rebecca Visnick, SSC MMR Volunteer

New England’s coastal waters are home to a variety of marine mammals, including seals, dolphins, porpoises, and 
whales. Thanks to the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, which protects marine mammals at the federal level, 
populations of many marine mammal species have steadily increased over the past 50 years; some recovering from 
near-extirpation along our coastline. As a result of recovering populations, record high recreational activities, and 
continued commercial use of the ocean, marine mammals are experiencing more frequent interactions with hu-
mans, many of which are harmful. 

Authorized by NOAA Fisheries, SSC’s Marine Mammal Rescue (MMR) team plays a crucial role in responding to ma-
rine mammal cases along the NH and northeastern MA coasts. In addition to collecting critical environmental data,  
our team is uniquely positioned to educate the public on the ecology and conservation of these marine mammals. 

Our MMR staff is supported by 34 volunteers who are trained to respond and gather vital scientific data on the 
animals. These dedicated volunteers provide initial assessments, which helps our staff create the best response plan 
for each case. They also collect data on deceased animals to better understand impacts on local marine populations.

The greatest part of this experience has been sharing this knowledge 
with others. When I’m on the beach with a seal, I love being able to tell 
others about the behaviors of these incredible animals, what they  
contribute to the ocean, and how they survive and thrive.

Meghan O’Reilly, SSC MMR Volunteer

Every case I take is unique, varying in species, condition, and  
environment. I continually gain insight. Gathering high-quality data  
is essential to informing animal welfare decisions, rescue strategies, 
and conservation policies. By enhancing our understanding of marine 
mammals and the environment, we can ensure a future where  
humans and animals thrive.

Alyssa Wile, SSC MMR Volunteer
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24-HOUR RESPONSE HOTLINE: 603-997-9448

964
harbor seals

208
harp seals

190
gray seals

35
harbor porpoises

6
Atlantic

white-sided dolphins

11
common dolphins

3
bottlenose

dolphins

2
Risso’s dolphins

10
minke whales

3
humpback whales

2
pygmy sperm whales

1
striped dolphin

1
Sowerby’s beaked

whale

5
hooded seals

25 
unknown* 

pinniped species

1,471

Pinnipeds

Cetaceans

?

?

5
unknown* 

cetacean species

total response cases since 
SSC Marine Mammal Rescue 

was established in 2014. 
Data collected through 9/30/24.

*unable to identify due to decomposition

SSC Marine Mammal Rescue (MMR) is part of the  
Greater Atlantic Regional Stranding Network, which 
spans from Maine to Virginia. This summer, MMR and 
other network agencies joined forces to assist with 
the response of an unprecedented mass stranding event. 

On June 28th, the International Fund for Animal  
Welfare (IFAW) on Cape Cod was alerted that ten  
Atlantic white-sided dolphins had stranded in Wellfleet, 
MA. When responders arrived on scene, the number 
had grown to 80 dolphins, and reached 125 by midday. 
While IFAW is highly experienced in managing stranding 
events, the scale of this incident prompted the need for 
mutual aid from local partners. 

This collaborative effort not only ensured the extra 
support for IFAW responders, but also provided our team 
and others with valuable hands-on experience working 
with dolphins. While these large multi-day events are 
rare, collaboration is vital for learning opportunities and 
resources exchange. 

As a team, SSC MMR was able to assist in the recovery 
and release of 12 dolphins over the course of two days. 

The team also collected data on deceased dolphins to 
help document and inform the cause of the strandings. 
Investigations suggest that this stranding was caused by 
a combination of Cape Cod’s geographical features and 
shifting tidal patterns. In total, 146 Atlantic white-sided 
dolphins stranded, marking the largest mass stranding 
of dolphins in U.S. history. Thanks to the tireless efforts 
and coordination by IFAW, 102 dolphins were  
successfully saved. 

MMR assists with mass dolphin stranding event
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Lumpfish lend a fin

While I always enjoyed visiting the ocean as a 
child and looking for critters, I became  
truly fascinated in the marine world through 
an undergraduate course I took on invertebrate 
zoology. While in school, I did an internship at 
SSC and later worked as Visitor Program  
Coordinator. My time at the Center deepened 
my passion for marine science and led me 
toward aquaculture. I went back to school and 
earned a master’s degree in Marine Biology, 
Biological Sciences at UNH. 

Currently I am Research Project Manager for 
UNH’s Center for Sustainable Seafood Systems. 
I am happy to continue my relationship with 
SSC, sharing our research with the community 
in the Lumpfish Lend a Hand exhibit.  

Often, scientists  
focusing on their  
research do not  
have the time to  
reach outside of  
their circles or  
know how to best  
talk about their work  
with the public. The role of  
science educator or public communicator is 
very important. I value sharing information 
about aquatic farming; a responsible way to 
boost seafood production that can benefit the 
economy and the coastal environment.

— Mike Doherty, Research Project Manager,  
UNH Center for Sustainable Seafood Systems

Lumpfish (Cyclopterus lumpus), a native species 
throughout the cold waters of the North Atlantic, have 
been the subject of innovative research at the  
University of New Hampshire (UNH) over the last six 
years. This summer, SSC, in collaboration with UNH’s 
Research Project Manager Michael Doherty and  
Research Associate Professor Elizabeth Fairchild, 
opened a new exhibit featuring their work. 

Entitled Lumpfish Lend a Fin, the exhibit located in the 
Our Dynamic Gulf of Maine gallery, teaches about the 
important role lumpfish play in the Gulf of Maine  
ecosystem and how scientists are utilizing them in  
salmonid aquaculture (salmon and trout farms) to  
remove parasitic sea lice from the fish.

Atlantic salmon is a popular and valuable fish that is 
farmed due to its declining wild population. One of  
the biggest challenges to farming salmon in an ocean  
environment is sea lice, a parasitic isopod that feeds on 
the fish and can be very detrimental to it’s health.  
Historically, sea lice removal relied on expensive, 
stressful bath treatments, or pesticides. However, 
lumpfish behave as “cleaner fish,” meaning they swim up 

to another fish species and remove parasites directly. 
Adding lumpfish to fish farms for this purpose allows for 
a pesticide-free way to limit sea lice in farms.

The exhibit also explains how UNH is examining  
lumpfish catch data for insight on their movement and 
changes occurring in the Gulf of Maine over time. 
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The science of seabirds
Developed in partnership with 
Shoals Marine Laboratory and 
University of New Hampshire, we 
opened an all-new exhibition, The 
Science of Seabirds, in January. The 
exhibit highlights seabird ecology 
research taking place on the Isles of 
Shoals—specifically, research on the 
diets of common terns that inhabit 
White and Seavey Islands.

The Gulf of Maine is one of the  
fastest-warming ocean regions on 
the planet, with 2022 data showing 
that it is warming faster than 97% of 
the rest of the ocean. As ocean tem-
peratures rise, it can impact marine 
ecosystems and the distribution of 
species. By observing common terns, 
and identifying the types of fish they 
are eating and where they are catch-
ing them, researchers are learning 
about the health of, and changes 
in, our fish stocks and local coastal 
ecosystem. 

Dr. Elizabeth (Liz) Craig, Shoals  
Marine Lab’s Director of Seabird  
Research at the University of New 
Hampshire, and her team have 
stewarded this work since 2016 and 
continue to innovate new ways to 
study the foraging behavior of these 
dynamic seabirds. 

Craig’s research indicates that the 
availability of certain fishes like 
herring and sand lance, that are small enough to feed 
to baby tern chicks, may be changing. In addition, some 
new fishes are moving northward into our coastal  
waters, like the disc-shaped butterfish, that are too 
large to be swallowed by the young terns. 

The Science of Seabirds provides a fun, approachable 
way for all ages to learn about their important research. 
Fun hands-on learning experiences that help visitors 
understand how sentinels of the sea, like common 

terns, can be indicators of marine ecosystems and 
ocean health. We hope that visitors gain a greater  
understanding of the complexities of climate change 
and how it is impacting our local waters here in the  
Gulf of Maine by engaging in The Science of Seabirds.  
Moreover, we hope that visitors will be eager to  
continue to learn and share what they have learned 
with others, and be inspired to take steps to conserve 
our coastal and ocean environment.
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Our core values
Seacoast Science Center’s core values reflect the institution’s culture and are the guiding principles 
for its educational programming, fundraising activities, external messaging, and internal business 
practices.

The Importance of Environmental Conservation and the World Ocean  
We believe that the World Ocean plays a prominent role in our daily lives. We acknowledge that 
we have an inherent responsibility to nurture and conserve our natural resources, advance ocean 
health, and preserve our deep cultural connections to coastal land, the coastal watershed, and  
the sea.

The Inspiration of Locale  
We believe that Odiorne Point State Park plays an integral role in SSC achieving its mission. Located 
on N’dakinna, the traditional ancestral homeland of the Abenaki, Pennacook and Wabanaki Peoples 
past and present, we acknowledge and honor the land and waterways and the alnobak (people) who 
have stewarded N’dakinna throughout the generations. 

The Power of Personal Experiences  
We believe that personal experiences and engagement are fundamental to meaningful education  
and hold the key to conserving the World Ocean. 

Meaningful Relationships  
We believe that Seacoast Science Center’s friends, donors, partners, volunteers, and staff are its 
most valuable assets. We value inclusivity in our community and workplace.

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility
We believe that deliberate efforts to foster and ensure inclusivity and diversity in our team,  
leadership, programming, and partnerships are critical to our success. We are committed to making 
our programs and facilities accessible to all. 

The Spark of Innovation  
We believe that only through innovation can we consistently provide an engaging visitor experience 
that is contemporary and relevant. 

Leading by Example
We believe that Seacoast Science Center must exemplify its core values through what we teach, 
what we advocate for, and how we act as individuals and representatives of the institution.



Year at-a-glance
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519,91215,009 total
hours

total
value

28

+ more…

states + Washington DC 

2,402

23,286
children participated

in youth & school
programs

total member
families from

$$

97,324
annual visitors

1,422

36
participated in

200
different species of 
plants and animals

in our care

68,345
water bottles

saved from landfill 
since installing 
refill stations

year round staff

60
seasonal staff

1,163

101 marine mammal
rescue response cases

incoming and 
outgoing response 

hotline calls

species identified in 
Odiorne Point State Park

during BioBlitz
since 1st BioBlitz in 2003

49

2,236
year-round & special project volunteers

celebration and 
business meeting rentalscommunity 

outreach tabling 
events

of which received free 
or reduced admission, 

or a scholarship

17,599

= 7.7 full-time
employees
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Stronger together

Partnership in Action
New Hampshire Division of Parks and Recreation 
We are grateful for our long-standing partnership with New Hampshire Division of Parks and Recreation 
that allows us to provide exceptional and transformative learning experiences in Odiorne Point State Park. 
Together, we will continue to inspire people to conserve our Blue Planet for generations to come.

Volunteer Power!
SSC was built on a strong foundation of volunteerism, and the tradition continues. As educators and  
ambassadors, volunteers play an essential role in advancing our mission. We simply could not be the  
trusted resource we are today without the time, talent, and knowledge of our dedicated volunteers.
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Thank you!
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Jim Chase
Chief Executive Officer

Richard Dumore
Board of Directors, Chair

SSC Impact Stories
The individual impact stories shared in this report are condensed versions of longer articles  
published in our blog. To read more and find additional stories, please scan the QR code. 

Dear Friends of Seacoast Science Center,

As we reflect on the past year at the Seacoast Science Center, we are filled 
with a deep sense of gratitude and hope for the future. In a world that is 
rapidly changing, it is more important than ever to foster a connection with 
the natural world and to inspire the next generation of environmental  
stewards. At the Seacoast Science Center, we have had the privilege of  
witnessing countless stories of transformation—stories of children,  
volunteers, visitors, and program participants whose lives have been  
deeply impacted by their time with us. The stories presented in this  
Impact Report represent the heart of our work, and they serve as a  
powerful reminder of the profound and lasting impact that hands-on,  
nature-based learning can make.

This has been a wonderful year for the Seacoast Science Center, marked  
by numerous achievements and milestones that underscore our  
commitment to education, conservation, and community engagement.  
Our dedicated team has worked tirelessly to expand our programs,  
reaching more individuals than ever. We greeted over 100,000 visitors 
through our doors; welcomed 1,422 member families from 29 states; hosted 
23,286 children through our youth and school programs; responded to 101 
cases through our Marine Mammal Rescue program; and were graced with 
2,236 dedicated volunteers to help us spread our mission. All of this while 
instilling a love for the natural world and a commitment to protecting our 
planet here along the New Hampshire Seacoast and beyond.

As we look to the future, we remain steadfast in our mission to inspire and 
educate. The successes of this year serve as a foundation for further growth 
and innovation. We are excited about upcoming projects and collaborations 
that promise to enhance our impact and allow us to reach even more  
members of our community.

Thank you for your continued support and belief in the power of nature- 
based learning to inspire the conservation of our natural world; our Blue 
Planet. Together, we are making a difference, one story at a time.

With gratitude and optimism,



Making waves
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SSC ranks 5th most  
beautiful aquarium in USA!
USA Today released the results of a study announcing 
the “Most Beautiful Aquariums in America to Visit this 
Season” for 2024. The article presents the results based 
on Tripadvisor reviews for 175 public aquariums across 
America. The study was based on the number of reviews 
that contained words such as “beautiful,” “breathtak-
ing,” and “picturesque.” SSC was ranked 5th out of 175 
institutions nationwide! Over the past few years we’ve 
worked very hard to maximize the visitor experience 
at SSC while closely cultivating our online institutional 
persona. This is the result!

Rare cotton candy lobster 
goes viral!
The typical American lobster (Homarus americanus)  
relies on a mottled pattern of greenish brown for 
 camouflage in its seaweed-filled, rocky habitat. On rare 
occasions, some individuals exhibit vibrant variations  
in shell color due to genetic mutations. These color  
deviations are not just striking, they are scientifically 
intriguing, captivating both biologists and community 
members with their unusual appearances. 

In July, the Atlantic Lobster Company donated a rare 
“cotton candy” lobster to SSC. Blue coloration of a  
lobster is caused by overproduction of crustacyanin, 
leading to an excess of the blue protein. For the infamous 
“cotton candy” lobster (approximately 1 in 100 million), 
there is an abundance of crustacyanin (blue) adorned 

with areas containing astaxanthin (red), that when  
viewed appear to create blends of blue, purple, lavender, 
and pink resembling the sugary treat. News of this  
unique crustacean spread internationally, and people 
continue to visit the Center to see this radiant male.

SSC hosts film screening of NOVA/GBH’s Sea Change:  
The Warming of the Gulf of Maine

Seacoast Science Center was selected to host a special 
film screening of a newly released three-part series, 
Sea Change: Gulf of Maine. A special presentation of 
NOVA and GBH, Sea Change is about global ocean 
change, highlighting how the warming Gulf of Maine is 
impacting its animals, the lives of those depending on 
it for their livelihood, and the millions of people who 
live along its shores. Following the film, guests had 

the opportunity to ask the producers, videographer, 
and individuals featured in the film questions about 
their solution-based efforts to help mitigate issues of 
concern. You can stream the series online on NOVA’s, 
WGBH’s, or NH PBS’s website.
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Laura Bahl, Manager of Volunteer Services, was named 
the 2024 Governor’s Outstanding Volunteer Manager 
of the Year. The honor was presented by Volunteer NH 
during the Governor’s Conference on Volunteerism in 
May. From her weekly volunteer newsletter to volun-
teer training classes, meets ups, check-ins, lunches, 
hugs and smiles, Laura forges lasting relationships that 
keep SSC’s volunteers engaged and coming back to 
support us in our mission to inspire conservation of our 
Blue Planet. Over the past year, she worked with 2,206 
volunteers* who gave SSC an amazing 14,259 volunteer 
hours! These numbers are a testament to her dedica-
tion. We simply could not do what we do without our 
generous, skilled, and passionate volunteer crew. Upon 
receiving her award, Laura shared, “Really, the reward 
of the last 15 years is the folks I work with—the staff and 
volunteers—who are a big part of why I’m receiving this 
today!” We congratulate Laura on this well-deserved 
recognition!

Laura Bahl named 2024 Governor’s Outstanding  
Volunteer Manager of the Year

Gray seal stuck between a rock and a hard place
On March 13th, our Marine Mammal Rescue team 
quickly jumped into action to respond to an unusual 
case. A seal was stuck in a deep crevice in the jetty here 
in Odiorne Point State Park. During an abnormally high 
tide, when the jetty was covered with water, the young 
seal gained access to the top and ended up settling  
between the rocks where we estimate it remained  
between 24-60 hours. 

The rescue was difficult for a couple of reasons. First, 
gray seals are extremely aggressive. So, she was in high 
defense mode the entire time, vocalizing and snapping 
her teeth and jaws. After an initial rescue attempt, the 
team learned her hind flippers were wedged down in 
between the rocks. The crevice she was in was narrow 
and deep, allowing for only one team member to work 
at a time. Finally, after 30 minutes, the team was able to 
shift her enough to free her flippers and slide a blanket  
underneath her body to extract her from the jetty.

The weanling gray seal (approximately 3 months old) 
was loaded into a crate and transported to SSC for an 
exam and triage care. The full examination revealed 

significant dehydration and slight swelling in the tissues 
around the hind flipper joint, but she was in good health 
otherwise. After receiving fluid therapy she was tagged 
for identification and released back into the wild. The 
story of this seal’s harrowing experience, and successful 
rescue and release went viral, capturing the hearts of 
tens of thousands of people across the globe!

*Does not include Marine Mammal Rescue volunteers.



It takes a village
We are grateful to partner with the following agencies, institutions, and organizations:

Federal Agencies
Marine Mammal Health and Stranding 

Response Program

National Aeronautics and Space  
Administration

National Institute of Standards and 
Technology

National Marine Fisheries Service Law 
Enforcement

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

National Science Foundation

National Science Teachers Association

Parker River National Wildlife Refuge

US Fish & Wildlife Service

State Agencies
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission

MA Department of Conservation & 
Recreation

MA Environmental Police

Maine Department of Marine Resources

Maine State Aquarium

NH Department of Education

NH Department of Environmental 
Services

NH Fish and Game

NH Parks and Recreation

Rockingham Planning Commission

Institutions and  
Collaborators
Association of Nature Center  

Administrators

Association of Zoos and Aquariums

Atlantic Marine Conservation Society

Atlantic White Shark Conservancy

Biomes Marine Biology Center

Blue Ocean Society for Marine  
Conservation

Buttonwood Park Zoo

Center for Wildlife

The Chamber Collaborative of Greater 
Portsmouth

Children’s Museum of New Hampshire

College of the Atlantic

CommuteSMART Seacoast

Conservation Law Foundation

The Cowasuck Band of the Pennacook- 
Abenaki People

Davis Conservation Foundation

Educational Passages

Friends of Portsmouth Harbor  
Lighthouse

Fuller Foundation

Global Aquaculture Alliance

Gloucester Maritime

Great Bay National Estuarine Research 
Reserve

Great Bay 2030

Gulf of Maine Marine Education  
Association

Gulf of Maine Research Institute

Gulf of Maine Responsibly Harvested

The Gundalow Company

Hampton Area Chamber of Commerce

Healthy Ocean Coalition

Horizon Foundation

Indigenous New Hampshire  
Collaborative Collective

International Fund for Animal Welfare

KultureCity

Marine Mammals of Maine

Maine Maritime Museum

Maine State Aquarium

Maritime Aquarium

Massachusetts Audubon Society

McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center

Museum of Science, Boston

Museums for All

Mystic Aquarium

NASA Learning Ecosystems Northeast

National Endowment for the Arts, Blue 
Star Museums

National Marine Educators Association

National Marine Life Center

Nature Conservancy of NH

New England Aquarium

New England Museum Association

New England Ocean Action Network

New England Ocean Science Education 
Collaborative

New Hampshire Businesses for Social 
Responsibility

New Hampshire Charitable Foundation

New Hampshire Environmental  
Educators

New Hampshire PBS

New Hampshire Science Teachers  
Association

New Hampshire Veterinary Diagnostic 
Laboratory (at UNH)

NH CoastWise

Northeast Climate Change Education 
Collaborative

Northeast Passage

Northeast Regional Association of 
Coastal and Ocean Observing Systems

Ocean Genome Legacy

One Fish Foundation

One Percent for the Planet

Piscataqua Region Estuaries  
Partnership

Real World Real Science Community  
of Practice

Roger Williams University

Seacoast Maritime Education Alliance

Seacoast Outright

7 Rivers to the Coast

Shoals Marine Laboratory

Southeast Land Trust

Squam Lakes Natural Science Center

Star Island Corporation
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Our champions
We are grateful for the generosity of the following individuals, families, and organizations who supported our 
work.*

*gifts made from October 1, 2023-September 30, 2024.
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Ocean Ambassadors 
$10,000 & up
John P. Appleton

Atlantic Grill

Katharine Brown 

Eversource

Georgie Crosby Designated Fund

Gulf of Maine Research Institute

Pamela Hall 

Josephine Lamprey Fund

New Hampshire Charitable Foundation

RMH NH LLC (The Brook)

William and Mary Schleyer 

Lucinda Spaney 

Barbara Sweet

Jacqueline and David White

$5,000–$9,999
Trevor and Kelly Arp 

Todd and Julie Black

The Black Dog Family of Companies 

Carolyn Burt 

CMA Engineers, Inc.

Bruce and Kipp Freeman 

Priscilla and Jamey French 

Fuller Foundation

Martha Fuller-Clark 

Winthrop Family Fund 

Laura Harris and Charles Potter

Michelle LeMay 

Meredith Village Savings Bank

Paula D. Merritt

Partners Bank

ProAmpac

Ellen Saas 

Matt and Kate Siler 

The Spicy Shark, LLC

$1,000–$4,999
Anonymous 

ARQ Architects

Jennifer and Mike Borislow 

Robert Unger and Janet Butler 

C&P Gallagher Properties

Thomas and Patience Chamberlin 

Jack and Dee Dee Chambers

Jim and Ann Chase

Dennis Charette 

Lisa Cloitre 

Raimund and Claire Colby-Hielscher 

Comcast

Conklin Family Fund

Christina Costa

  in honor of Brian Yurasits 

Jim and Karen D’Ambrisi 

Green Art

Greg and Sandy DeSisto 

Donahue, Tucker & Ciandella, PLLC

Judith Doyle 

Sue and Richard Dumore 

Melodie Dylla 

Fidelity Charitable

Brian Fitzgerald and Katherine  
  Maxwell Fitzgerald 

Georgia Pacific Gypsum

Sue and Scott Gilbert

Jim and Paula Glynn 

Judd and Kathy Gregg 

Haley Ward (Formerly Ambit)

Edward and Jeanne Hayes 

Bill and Julie Kath 

Kevin and Sue Lawson 

Laurie Leichthammer 

Roy Liu 

Louis Luciano 

Gregory and Ann Lynch 

Jack and Colleen Mahoney 

Aliceann Matheny 

Allen Maxwell 

Robert and Ann Mayer 

Mark and Diana McNabb 

Paul and Jessica McNicholl 

William Mitchell 

Mark D. Moses 

Arlen Murphy 

Star Island Rutledge Marine Lab

Streamable Learning

Surfrider Foundation New Hampshire 
Chapter

The Trustees of Reservations

Tufts University, Cummings School of 
Veterinary Medicine, Department of 
Infectious Disease and Global Health

UNH Marine Docents

UNH School of Marine Science and 
Ocean Engineering

UNH Sea Grant

United States Lighthouse Society

University of New Hampshire

Whale and Dolphin Conservation

Wood Island Life Saving Station  
Association

York Region Chamber of Commerce

Institutions and Collaborators, continued
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Robert & Susan Nalewajk 

New Hampshire Distributors

NextEra Energy Seabrook, LLC

Normandeau Associates

Northeast Delta Dental

Odiorne Park Fund

Physical Sciences, Inc.

Prime Buchholz

PSNH Fund for Public Education  
  Programs

Paul and Emily Rothman 

Rye Driftwood Garden Club

Rye Historical Society

Linda Sanborn 

Caryl Sawtelle 

Joseph G. & Jean E. Sawtelle 

Seacoast Science Center at  
  Odiorne Fund

Reid Smith 

Samuel and Karen Smoot 

Spine by Design

Stefano La Sala Foundation, Inc.

Timothy and Nancy Targett 

Elaine Tefft 

The Charles Samdperil Humanitaria 
  Memorial Foundation

Town Fair Tire Foundation, Inc.

Dorothy Valhouli and Bob DeVore

D. Allan and Ruthe Waterfield 

Katherine Wheeler 

Steve and Danette Wineberg

Sea Stewards
$300–$999
Anonymous

Allison and Tim Acquaviva

Mark and Holly Adamy

Altus Engineering, Inc.

Timothy Ayers

Arthur and Betsy Borrer

Heidi Bothwell

Bully Boy Distillers

Charities Aid Foundation America

Michael and Donna Chubrich

Collier Community Foundation

Rosemary Conroy

Mel Cote

Janet Davis

Beth Delforge

Eight Legged Octopus

David and Marion Ellis

John and Ellen Finneran

Monique and Tom Fiola

Whitney Gagnon

Mary Griffin

Polly Henkel

Richard Kelly

Klein Marine Systems

Sarah and Britt Lang

Michel and Charlotte LaPierre

Kate and Mark Leavitt

Emily Lundstedt

Scott and Amy Lynch

Sean and Kirsten Mahoney

Allison McLean

Millennium Running

Monkey Minds Escape Room

Ann Michelle Morrison

William and Peggy Naumes

New Hampshire Humanities Council

Melissa Philbrick

Portsmouth Garden Club

Portsmouth Scuba

Robert Previti

Fred and Adele Pulitzer

Richard Rieley

Deborah Rogers

Norman Saba

Saint Patrick Academy

David and Pam Sallet

Dick Scott

David and Ann Simmons

Michael 	Smith

Joshua and Kristen Soltis-Tyler

Mark and Cindy Sorenson

Susan Stella

Stoneface Brewing Co.

Sally Strazdins

Studio Buteo

Katherine Surman

Joseph Thomas

Timberland®

United Way of Massachusetts Bay  
  and Merrimack Valley

Matthew H. Wallengren, DDS, PA

Westinghouse Electric Company

Scott and Deidre Whall

Thomas and Jennifer Woodfin

York High School

YourCause, LLC

$100–$299
Anonymous 

Robert and Maryann Abcunas

John and JoAnn Adams

Bob and Kathryn Andelman

Andrew Sidford Architects, PC

Karen Andronaco

Stephanie Andruskevich

Rejean and Rebecca Audet

Jan Baumgardner

Victor and Janet Bilodeau

Heather  Bird

Nancy Borden

Chris and Susan Brett

Rebecca and Damien Bronson

Anne Bowdoin

Tammy Burns

Mary Carella

Laura Charest

John Chianese

Taylor Clarke

Tim and Holly Cook

Steve Coren 
  in honor of Ron Watson

Laurie Cox-Schreiber

Patricia Day-Lollini

Patrick Deware

John and Zoi Diamond

Michelle and Sean Dillon

Karla Dulin

Nancy Eastman

EcoFish

Malia Everett

Bruce and Heather Fabbri
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Elizabeth Field

Barbara 	Fletcher

Norm & Amy Fracassa

J. Raymond and Beth Gaffey

Judy Gallerie

GFWC-NH

Georgia and David Gibbons

Eric Gregoire

Kate Guilbert

Jonathan and Lauren Harris

Maureen Heaps

Neil and Pamela Herring

David and Angela Hiley

Judith Howard

Robert and Heather Hughes

Mari Hyatt

Kara and Renzo Iturrino

Sarah Keller

Klima and Sroka Family

Sharon Knipmeyer

Lorraine Krajekian

Matthew Krumme

Judith Krumme  
  in honor of Matt Krumme

Dennis Lemoine

Mark Longo

Merrill and Shelley Lord

Abigail and Vincent Lyon

Madgirl Designs

Fran Mandeville

Donald and Joyce Marchand

Walter and Dorothy Marshall

Elias McKaig

Demetria McKaig

Colleen McKinnon

Jessica and Paul McNicholl

Terry Melim

Therese B. Meyer

Mergim 	Miftari

Charlotte Minasian

Stephen and Jane Mirick

Sean Mooney

Liz Moughan

Matthew Nania

Nancy Natvig

Thomas and Susan O’Connor

Nora Parell

Sherry Parshley

Paul and Vivian Pelletier

Anne Perkins

Ronald Plourde

Noreen Polus

Jenna Powell

Karen Provazza

Adam Quinn

Gretchen Richards

Joshua Richter

Carol and Gary Riehlman

Susan and Buddy Riley

Matthew Rivera

Mike Rodney

Barbara 	Rousseau

Heidi Savage

George and Carole Schumacher

Peter and Daphne Schwab

Dania Seiglie

Susan Sheehan

Tom and Lisa Sherman

Tiffany & Ryan Siegel

Rich & Christine Silverman

Christopher Smith

Brenda Songer

Mike and Terry Stockdale

Leslie Sullivan-Stacey

Michael and Gail Thiel

John Torregrossa

Nora Tracy

Danna Truslow

Judith Urbanczyk

Stephen and Susan VanDerBeken

Mark Wiley

Anita and Paul Yarossi

Lauren Yurasits

Heidi Zander	



Land acknowledgement
Odiorne Point State Park and Seacoast Science Center are located on 
N’dakinna, which is the traditional ancestral homeland of the Abenaki, 
Pennacook and Wabanaki Peoples past and present. We acknowledge 
and honor with gratitude the land and waterways and the alnobak 
(people) who have stewarded N’dakinna throughout the generations.
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Mission & Vision
Seacoast Science Center’s mission is to spark curiosity,  
enhance understanding, and inspire the conservation  
of our Blue Planet. We envision a healthy World Ocean.

Board of Directors

Officers
Richard Dumore, Chair
Mark Wiley, Vice Chair
Linda Sanborn, Treasurer
Allison McLean, Secretary

At Large
Tim Acquaviva
Katharine Brown
John Diamond
Kathryn Gill Drew
Brian Fitzgerald
Whitney Gagnon
James Glynn
Terri Grijalva
Charles Potter
Reid Smith
David White

Directors, Standing
Brian Wilson
	 Director, NH Division of Parks  
	 and Recreation

Diane Foster
	 Director, UNH School of Marine  
	 Science and Ocean Engineering

Honorary Lifetime Board 
Members
Paul Avery*
Barbara Newall*
Allan Waterfield

*Deceased

Management
Officers 
Jim Chase
  Executive Director

Kate Leavitt
  Deputy Director

Sherry Parshley
  Senior Director of Finance and 
  Administration

Karen Provazza
  Senior Director of Communications
  and Marketing

Directors
Danielle Bastian
Director of Visitor Experience

Henry Burke
Director of Camp and Programs

Janet Davis 
Campaign Director

Matt Krumme 
Director of Strategic Operations

Ashley Stokes
Director of Marine Mammal  
  Conservation

President Emerita
Wendy Lull

2024 Impact Report Credits

Editor and Graphic Designer: Karen Provazza

Photographs: Laurie Cesati, Young Pups Photography (cover); Kate Wilcox; Michelle Dillon (back cover)
Contributing photographers: Seacoast Science Center staff and volunteers 
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P.O. BOX 570
570 Ocean Boulevard
Rye, New Hampshire  03870-0570

www.seacoastsciencecenter.org

JOIN US IN CONSERVATION 
To learn more about giving opportunities,  
please contact Jim Chase at 603-433-8335 
or j.chase@sscnh.org.


