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“Your generous support enables Seacoast Science 

Center to motivate people to conserve the cultural 

and natural integrity of Seacoast NH and our Blue 

Planet.”
–Jim Chase, CEO

The North Atlantic right whale is a critically endangered species, with the 2022 population estimated at 356  
individuals. Human activity caused entanglement and vessel strikes are leading to the decline of this majestic  
species. The Gulf of Maine’s warming water temperatures are affecting its prey availability, driving the species 
northward in search of colder, more zooplankton-rich waters. 
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The Gulf of Maine  
is warming faster than  
97% of the world’s ocean.

The Gulf of Maine is one of the fastest-warming ocean regions on the 
planet, with 2022 data showing that it is warming faster than 97% of the 
world’s ocean. Its accelerated warming is caused by changes in ocean 
currents­ driven by the cold Labrador Current flowing southward and 
the warmer Gulf Stream traveling northward. Melting in the Arctic is 
affecting the circulation pattern in this region, shifting the Gulf Stream 
farther north. Because the Gulf of Maine is confined by its coastline and 
bathymetry, it is particularly susceptible to marine heatwaves.

The warming waters of the Gulf of Maine are negatively impacting 
species that depend on colder waters and the industries that rely on 
those marketable species, such as lobster. Warmer water holds more 
carbon dioxide (absorbed from the atmosphere), which causes it to be 
more acidic (known as ocean acidification). Warm water also accelerates 
evaporation, increasing the amount of water in the atmosphere, which 
contributes to more extreme weather events. In addition, the volume of 
water expands as it warms, contributing to sea level rise. 

The complexities of global warming—and the warming of the Gulf of 
Maine—are alarming, and it is up to each of us to take action to mitigate 
climate change.
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At SSC, we believe  

in the transformative 

power of personal  

experiences, place- 

based learning, and  

local investigation to 

help people of all  

ages develop knowledge 

and skills to tackle the  

challenges ahead.
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The power of 
hands-on learning
For over 30 years, engaging visitors and school children in inquiry-based, hands-on learning has been  
a cornerstone of the Center’s success. Through transformative personal experiences, place-based learning  
and investigation, we’ve inspired millions to take action to preserve and protect our Blue Planet.

The Edge of the Sea water table allows naturalists to teach visitors 
about the species that inhabit the rocky intertidal, and gives visitors 
the opportunity to closely observe and touch the plants and animals.

Our Big Fish Little Fish Play Day excites early learners about the world 
around them through activities that practice developmental skills. 
Adults learn how to foster their child’s innate love of learning too!

In our Environmental Day Camps, for preschoolers to high schoolers, 
children spend days outdoors exploring nature and learning about the 
ways they can help build a healthier future for all life on Earth.

The Lobster Trap station in the Our Dynamic Gulf of Maine: a place of 
urgency & hope exhibition gives visitors an up close look at one of the 
species facing challenges caused by the warming Gulf: the American 
lobster.
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Above: A student finds a jonah crab during a Rocky Shore Investigation 
program, learning first-hand how docile this species is in comparison  
to the aggressive, invasive green crab. Documenting the number of 
different crab species found, students conclude that the green crab 
population is considerably greater than the jonah crab it preys upon. 

Creating “sticky”  
moments
Our location in beautiful and ecologically diverse 
Odiorne Point State Park provides an extraordinary 
outdoor classroom that immerses students in the 
coastal and ocean environment. Teachers through-
out New England choose to bring their students to 
Seacoast Science Center to experience hands-on, 
nature-based learning each year because our  
guided programs are impactful, memorable,  
and ignite a desire to dive deeper. 

This year, we delivered 96 on-site field trip  
programs to 3,921 students. Additionally, we  
connected with 1,508 students through online,  
virtual programs.

Below: An SSC Naturalist teaches program participants how to safely 
investigate the intertidal zone during a Rocky Shore Exploration  
program, and encourages them to ask questions that will help them 
identify species found.



Nurturing nature lovers

Inspiring people to appreciate and respect our life- 
giving ocean is at the core of what we do every day. 
We believe that by helping all ages better understand 
our intrinsic connection to the natural world and our 
influence on it, we can build a conservation-minded 
community and brighter future for our planet.

From our early learning programs to adult rediscovery, 
our naturalists take the time to meet people at their 
level of understanding, encourage investigative discov-

ery, and provide opportunities for all to learn from one 
another. By actively participating in the learning pro-
cess, participants gain confidence to continue on a path 
of discovery. 

Big Fish Little Fish Play Day welcomes parents, care-
givers, and their early learners to explore together. 
Self-guided activity stations based on weekly themes 
engage children in fine and gross motor skills, sensory 
exploration, literacy, math, and creativity. Big Fish Little 
Fish opens the door for conversations about the value 
of learning about the natural world around us and the 
need to preserve and protect it. It is our goal that Big 
Fish Little Fish not only strengthens this bond between 
generations, but also provides a space where families 
can find lasting friendship and support.

Our Environmental Day Camp programs take full ad-
vantage of our beautiful and diverse outdoor classroom, 
Odiorne Point State Park. With seven distinctly differ-
ent natural habitats to explore, and its rich social and 
natural history, we are able to fully immerse campers 
in place-based learning. SSC’s camp programs not only 
build on depth of content as they progress in age level, 
they help to strengthen practical life skills for success. 
Gaining confidence and knowledge as young naturalists 
and scientists, campers are equipped to make informed 
decisions regarding their potential academics or career 
path related to the natural sciences. 

As long as I can 
remember, I’ve 
wanted to pursue 
a career in marine 
biology and zoology. 
Seacoast Science 
Center was always 

my favorite place to visit and attend camp.  
Participating as a camp counselor-in-training 
this summer was my first opportunity to gain  
experience at a science-based organization.  
I can’t wait to come back next year!

Nathan Dillon
Counselor in Training
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BRIAN SKERRY, NAT GEO IMAGE COLLECTION

Our Marine Science Fellowship for High School 
Students and Community Science Fellowship semes-
ter-long programs expand on the camp experience, and 
provide in-depth, hands-on lessons for students who 
seek learning that goes far beyond the traditional class-
room and further prepares them for their future.

Nurturing our community members’ love of nature and 
learning does not stop with school-aged children. SSC 
naturalists and volunteers are always at the ready to 
guide learning and discovery for all of our visitors, in-
doors and outdoors. Wildlife Kayak Tours, offered sea-
sonally, bring participants right out into the estuarine 
waters surrounding Odiorne Point State Park to learn 
about this important habitat and the diverse species 
that rely upon it. 

In 2023, we piloted a new program: Isles of Shoals 
Excursions. These marine and coastal ecology learning 
adventures provide an on-water orientation to Gulf 
of Maine ecology. Along the journey to and from Star 
Island, participants learn about the species spotted, 
including harbor and gray seals, seabirds, and more. On 
island, guests have the opportunity to join guided pro-
grams or explore on their own to purse what interests 
them the most, such as island history or botany. Below: Isles of Shoals Excursion participants stop for a group photo on 

Star Island.

Celebrating Success
Acadia Gelineau, 
a Marine Science 
Fellowship stu-
dent in 2022-2023, 
was awarded our 
Marine Science 
Fellowship Out-
standing Achieve-
ment Award for 
consistently ex-
ceeding expecta-
tions, going above 
and beyond, and actively working toward pursuing 
further education and exploration in marine scienc-
es. Here, Acadia is shown explaining her research 
project, The Effects of Warming Ocean Temperatures 
on the Freeze Response in Oviparous Shark Species, 
with visitors during the culminating pubic poster 
session. Acadia is now pursuing a degree in Marine 
Biology at Nova Southeastern University. 
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Engaging in Science
In 2023, we made a commitment to creating and 
strengthening a network of climate-focused educators, 
community partners, and scientists who are dedicated 
to expanding access to community (citizen) science in 
our region. By creating a Community Science  
Connected Learning Ecosystem, we’ve expanded our 
shared resources and ideas, and can collectively refine 
the ways we engage youth and community members in 
place-based environmental observation and monitoring. 
When we collaboratively document change over time 
through community science projects, we continually 
increase our understanding of local ecosystems and 
build the climate and data literacy needed to tackle the 
challenges ahead.

As a partner in the NASA-funded Learning Ecosystems 
Northeast (LENE) project, SSC is helping to expand  
access to community (citizen) science experiences. 
We are working with schools, libraries, recreation 
groups, nature centers, and other community groups 

to create different ways for youth to learn about the 
climate-based change happening in their back yards, 
neighborhoods, school yards, forests, parks, and  
regions. This force multiplier for impact and awareness 
can take place all across the community.

SSC’s annual BioBlitz event has offered a connected 
learning experience for over two decades. Launched 
in 2003, BioBlitz is a dawn-to-dusk biological survey 
of Odiorne Point State Park where families and nature 
enthusiasts team up with SSC naturalists and guest ex-
perts to explore the Park’s habitats to find and identify 
as many different species as possible in just one day. 
The now 21-year data set from BioBlitz provides insight 
on the changes in biodiversity of the Park over time.

New visitor programs to highlight local stories of  
climate-driven change and community-identified is-
sues were introduced this year. A series of Community 
Nature Programs included Rocky Shore Investigation, 
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Nature Journaling, Seine Netting, Salt Marsh  
Investigation, and a Rockweed Biomass Survey.

For teens, we piloted a Community Science Fellowship 
program that is engaging students in beach profiling, 
biodiversity surveys, ecosystem and habitat investiga-
tions, seaweed surveys, water quality studies, inter-
tidal crab surveys, marine debris surveys, and invasive 
species monitoring. Partnering with University of New 
Hampshire’s School of Marine Science and Ocean Engi-
neering, students also visited the UNH Coastal Marine 
Laboratory to learn about current research projects. 

Nature@Nite, a new monthly evening program offered 
free-of-charge, was made possible by generous funding 
from Eversource. These relaxed family-friendly eve-
nings feature S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, Art, Mathematics) activities and nature-based 
community science programs that are accessible to all.   

These new programs, in part, were made possible by 
adding a dedicated Community Program Naturalist 
position to our team. We are also proud to have offered 
our second paid Community Science Internship in the 
summer of 2023.

YO
U

N
G

 P
U

PS
 P

H
O

TO
G

RA
PH

Y



Understanding our Impact

As 2023 marked 400 years of Rye, NH’s colonial set-
tlement, we reflected on the social history of what is 
now Odiorne Point State Park through a dedicated blog 
series, On the Mouth of the Piscataqua: Unearthing 
the Rich History of Odiorne Point. Beginning with the 
Indigenous peoples who first inhabited the Seacoast 
region 13,000 years ago, the series provides an overview 
of the European settlement, fishing and farming activi-
ty, the resort era, and the complex history of the 1900s. 
Written by SSC’s first-ever History Naturalist Hunter 
Stetz, the series provides insight on the uses of, and 
impact on, Odiorne Point. 

Understanding our impact on the environment is essential for making informed decisions that can help reduce  
our ecological footprint and contribute to a more sustainable future. In 2023, we introduced new ways for our  
community to look back in time and examine current-day initiatives that help us better understand our connection 
to, and influence on, our coastal and ocean environment. 

Seacoast Science Center and Odiorne Point State Park 
are partner sites for the new Homelands Augmented 
Reality App launched in 2023. The application trans-
ports you back in time through detailed illustrations 
that bring Abenaki lifeways of the past, present, and 
future into the world around you as you pass GPS  
pinpoints using a mobile device. Through beautiful 
graphics created by Jordan Schmolka, in collaboration 
with Indigenous New Hampshire Collaborative Col-
lective, Kathleen Blake and Anne Jennsion, visitors can 
learn about the peoples who have stewarded this land 
for over 13,000 years.

Seals and Society, a traveling exhibit created by a team of passionate biologists, in collaboration with New Bedford  
Whaling Museum, was on exhibition at SSC during the fall of 2023. It dives into the daily lives of seals, particularly harbor  
and gray seals, the two most locally abundant species in our region. The exhibit brings viewers into the seals’ watery 
world to help us understand their lives and our relationship to them. 
10  |  2023 Impact Report



Turning the Tide

For 31 years, SSC has provided shared and joyful learning experiences that ignite people’s desire to continue to gain 
knowledge long after their visit. Families and school children return year-after-year to participate in our on-site 
programs, some of which are now returning with children of their own. The demand for our work has grown  
exponentially through the years, and this year we are on track to see over 100,000 visitors. We are proud to have 
cultivated lasting relationships that are foundational for building a conservation-minded community that cares 
deeply about the well being of all life on Earth, today and in the future. 

Participating in 
Seacoast Science  
Center’s Marine  
Science Fellowship  
Program opened my  
eyes to a wide range of  
marine science career paths  
that I did not even know existed! SSC staff 
and guest experts shared their experiences, 
including why they got into the field, what 
they studied in college, and the work they are 
doing now. The class was also very hands-on. 
We even conducted our own research proj-
ect and learned how to present our findings. 
I loved everything about this program and 
would recommend it to any high schooler 
interested in learning more about the marine 
sciences. 

Kylia Kaddy
Marine Science Fellowship student

Providing Transformative 
Learning Experiences
Our Seal Walks provide a strong example of how ed-
ucation can transform people’s perspectives. In this 
program, participants meet at Salisbury Beach State 
Reservation in Salisbury, MA to view harbor and gray 
seals from a safe wildlife-viewing distance. Here, they 
learn about the near extirpation of these species due to 
the bounty placed on them prior to the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act being enacted in 1972 and witness, first-
hand, their successful rebound. Post-program survey 
responses clearly indicate that by educating people 
about wildlife ecology, the vulnerability of ecosystems, 
and human impact, we can turn the tide on negative 
perspectives and motivate a conservation ethic.
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Conservation in Action
SSC’s Marine Mammal Rescue Program

24-HOUR RESPONSE HOTLINE: 603-997-9448

Seacoast Science Center Marine Mammal Rescue advances wildlife 
conservation through marine mammal field response, triage care,  
and community outreach in New Hampshire and northern 
Massachusetts (from Essex, MA to the Maine border). 

This year, our Marine Mammal Rescue (MMR) staff 
and volunteers responded to some very unusual cases, 
including two new-to-our-list species. In May, MMR 
teamed up with NOAA Fisheries New England/Mid- 
Atlantic to respond to a Sowerby’s beaked whale (Meso-
plodon bidens) that live-stranded in Gloucester, MA but 
quickly expired. It is highly unusual for beaked whales 
to become stranded, as they inhabit deep waters off the 
continental shelf edge of the North Atlantic Ocean. 

In July, we responded to a newly deceased striped  
dolphin (Stenella coeruleoalba) that stranded on Hamp-
ton Beach. Striped dolphins are a deep-water species 
that prefer temperate and tropical regions. Also in July, 
our Director of Marine Mammal Rescue, Ashley Stokes, 
assisted with the necropsy of a young sperm whale 
(Physeter macrocephalus) in Duxbury, 
MA. While not in our response terri-
tory, it was another first for MMR.

In all of these cases, a full necrop-
sy (animal autopsy) was performed 
to attempt to determine cause of 
death. Results from a necropsy can 
take several months to complete, 
but initial findings were as follows: 
the Sowerby’s beaked whale had a 
minor parasite load in its lungs and 
gastrointestinal tract, no food in its 
stomach or intestines, and swelling 
of the brain. The striped dolphin had 
evidence of granulomatous pneu-
monia, a heavy parasite burden, and 
moderate peritonitis. The sperm 
whale’s stomach revealed various 
marine debris.

Could the cases mentioned above, 
excluding the sperm whale, be 
caused by our changing climate? 
While we cannot draw conclusions 

based on isolated cases, continual monitoring and 
stranding response data are helping to paint the pic-
ture. Evidence of the impact of climate change on “ice 
seals,” including harp (Pagophilus groenlandicus) and 
hooded (Cystophora cristata) seals, is more clear. 

Here’s what we know. These arctic seal species inhabit 
the cold waters of the Arctic and North Atlantic Oceans, 
but it is normal for them to travel southward during 
the winter and early spring. However, the number of 
cases vary significantly from year-to-year. In addition 
to anthropogenic threats such as hunting, fisheries 
interactions/entanglement, and vessel strikes, there’s 
something else that is likely having an effect on their 
population. This is where the emerging impacts of 
climate change may come into focus. Harp seals are 

Are changes in our response cases an indication of climate change?

Our MMR team responded to this adult harp seal in Salisbury, MA in February. Harp seals 
supplement their hydration by eating snow and ice, which were not available on the salt marsh 
where it was resting.
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reliant on the availability of suitable 
pack ice as a site to give birth, rear 
their young, and molt their coats. 
Because of that, the stakes associated 
with climate change and the area that 
these majestic marine mammals call 
home couldn’t be higher. 

Winters that have decreased amounts 
of sea ice in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
coupled with storm activity during 
the birthing and weaning time, can 
have catastrophic effects on the num-
ber of successful pups in that birthing 
year. If the ice melts or storm activity 

Due to the size of the Sowerby’s beaked whale we responded to in May, heavy machinery was 
required to collect all of the data needed and to move the animal for the necropsy examination.

flushes the pups off the ice floes before they are ready, 
many pups from that generation will drown. By tracking 
seal cases, along with conditions in the Arctic, we can 
theorize that high numbers of juvenile harp seal cas-
es reflect favorable conditions for rearing pups in the 
previous birth years. The opposite would also be true: 
winters with low numbers may indicate challenging 
conditions for the pups.

One thing is for certain: our warming climate is causing 
early ice melt in the Arctic. The work to fully under-
stand how climate change is influencing ice seals, and 
all marine mammals, is critical to maintain balance in 
our marine ecosystem. SSC Marine Mammal Rescue is 
dedicated to contributing scientific data that is helping 
to increase our understanding and drive important  
conservation efforts here close to home, and globally. 
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MARINE MAMMAL RESCU
E 919

harbor seals
191

harp seals
157
gray seals

33
harbor porpoises

5
Atlantic

white-sided dolphins

8
common dolphins

3
bottlenose

dolphins

2
Risso’s dolphins

10
minke whales

2
humpback whales

2
pygmy sperm whales

1
striped dolphin

1
Sowerby’s beaked

whale

4
hooded seals

25 
unknown* 

pinniped species

1,366

Pinnipeds

Cetaceans

?

?

3
unknown* 

cetacean species

total response cases since 
SSC Marine Mammal Rescue 

was established in 2014. 
Data collected through 9/30/23.

*unable to identify due to decomposition
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Year at-a-glance

23

391,07612,298 total
hours

total
value

22

+ more…

states + Washington DC 

2,354

25,487
children participated

in youth & school
programs

total member
families from

$$

95,269
annual visitors

1,574

32
participated in

130
different species of 
plants and animals

in our care

61,109
water bottles

saved from landfill 
since installing 
refill stations

year round staff

60
seasonal staff

1,222

104 marine mammal
rescue response cases

incoming and 
outgoing response 

hotline calls

species identified in 
Odiorne Point State Park

during BioBlitz
since 1st BioBlitz in 2003

135

1,336
year-round & special project volunteers

celebration and 
business meeting rentalscommunity 

outreach tabling 
events

of which received free 
or reduced admission, 

or a scholarship

18,990
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Financial Overview

2022 Revenue:  $4.74M
68%	 Fundraising & Events

19%	 Museum Operations

13%	 Grants & Educational Programs

2022 Expense:  $2.6M 
43%	 Educational Programs

30%	 Museum Operations

20%	 Fundraising

7%	 Administration

2023 Forecasted Revenue:  $4.3M 
63%	 Fundraising & Events

21%	 Museum Operations

16%	 Grants & Educational Programs

2023 Forecasted Expense:  $2.3M
43% 	 Educational Programs

30%	 Museum Operations

20%	 Fundraising

7%	 Administration
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Below is a summary of SSC’s 2022 audited financial reports and a financial forecast for 2023.  SSC finished in 
a strong financial position in 2022 with a change in net assets of $2,160,000, and $1,270,000 of cash and cash 
equivalents. The substantial surplus was the result of broad philanthropic support and grants revenue in 
preparation for substantial capital reinvestment in SSC. 2023 is shaping up to be a very strong year for SSC.  
SSC’s museum operations revenue has rebounded while its philanthropic efforts remain vigorous.   
SSC is expected to close 2023 with a change in net assets of around $1,810,000, total assets of $7,326,000 
and around $1,941,000 of operating cash and cash equivalents.



Stronger Together

Partnership in Action
New Hampshire Division of Parks and Recreation 
We are grateful for our long-standing partnership with New Hampshire Division of Parks and Recreation 
that allows us to provide exceptional and transformative learning experiences in Odiorne Point State Park. 
Together, we will continue to inspire people to conserve our Blue Planet for generations to come.

Volunteer Power!
SSC was built on a strong foundation of volunteerism, and the tradition continues. As educators and ambassa-
dors, volunteers play an essential role in advancing our mission. We simply could not be the trusted resource 
we are today without the time, talent, and knowledge of our dedicated volunteers.



Thank you!
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Jim Chase
Chief Executive Officer

Richard Dumore
Board of Directors, Chair

Dear Friends of Seacoast Science Center,

As we reflect on 2023, we are overwhelmed with gratitude for the truly remarkable 
year it’s been. Out of the shadow of the pandemic, visitors and program participants 
have seemed to flock to SSC, seeking to reconnect to nature in a deeper way and 
perhaps enjoy a moment of solace at the ocean’s edge in beautiful Odiorne Point 
State Park. This year, for the first time in our 31-year history, we are expecting to 
surpass 100,000 guests, making SSC one of the largest cultural attractions in the 
state. The feedback we have received is consistent—our community has a great 
desire for and deep appreciation of our personal style of hands-on, inquiry-based 
learning. The numbers tell us that our community wants more: more connection 
to our coastal and ocean environment, and more opportunities to learn about the 
wonder, urgency, and hope of our Seacoast environment so they can help safeguard 
the place they love today and for future generations. And, that is exactly what we 
are preparing to do!

In 2023, after multiple years of community input and evaluation, we began formally 
planning and preparing for the next chapter of Seacoast Science Center. Not only 
are we addressing the growing demands of our visitors, we are also crafting a larger 
role to actively address and find solutions to the challenges of our changing climate 
here at the edge of the sea. We have begun formal assessments of sea level impact 
on SSC operations, our carbon footprint and its climate impact, and the climate im-
plications of renovations and expansion. We strongly believe that it is SSC’s respon-
sibility to become a public focal point for conversations around climate, climate 
impacts, and sea level rise as they relate to community adaptation strategies aimed 
at preserving and redefining the coastal character of the New Hampshire Seacoast 
region and its “blue economy.”

Thank you for your support, your energy and your insights, all of which have been 
fundamental to SSC’s success. We invite you to deepen your involvement with SSC. 
Please reach out to us directly to explore ways to become involved that best suit 
your talents, desires, and interests. SSC provides the high quality, diverse family  
experiences it does because of your support, on your behalf, and to the benefit  
of the broader Seacoast community. 

Yours in education and conservation,

Jim Chase, President & CEO        Richard Dumore, Board Chair



Our Dynamic Gulf of Maine 
exhibition earns NEMA 
Excellence Award 
Our Dynamic Gulf of Maine, a newly redesigned 
exhibition, earned a New England Museum  
Association Excellence Award in the fall of 2022. 
The exhibit helps visitors understand the ur-
gency and hope of this unique, highly produc-
tive, and rapidly changing ecosystem. Featuring 
fascinating species that are being impacted by 
the rapidly warming waters of the Gulf, visitors 
can learn about current research taking place to 
help mitigate challenges and how they, too, can 
be part of the solution. 
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Our Core Values
Seacoast Science Center’s core values reflect the institution’s culture and are the guiding principles 
for its educational programming, fundraising activities, external messaging, and internal business 
practices.

The Importance of Environmental Conservation and the World Ocean  
We believe that the World Ocean plays a prominent role in our daily lives. We acknowledge that 
we have an inherent responsibility to nurture and conserve our natural resources, advance ocean 
health, and preserve our deep cultural connections to coastal land, the coastal watershed, and  
the sea.

The Inspiration of Locale  
We believe that Odiorne Point State Park plays an integral role in SSC achieving its mission. Located 
on N’dakinna, the traditional ancestral homeland of the Abenaki, Pennacook and Wabanaki Peoples 
past and present, we acknowledge and honor the land and waterways and the alnobak (people) who 
have stewarded N’dakinna throughout the generations. 

The Power of Personal Experiences  
We believe that personal experiences and engagement are fundamental to meaningful education  
and hold the key to conserving the World Ocean. 

Meaningful Relationships  
We believe that Seacoast Science Center’s friends, donors, partners, volunteers, and staff are its 
most valuable asset. We value inclusivity in our community and workplace.

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility
We believe that deliberate efforts to foster and ensure inclusivity and diversity in our team, leader-
ship, programming, and partnerships are critical to our success. We are committed to making our 
programs and facilities accessible to all. 

The Spark of Innovation  
We believe that only through innovation can we consistently provide an engaging visitor experience 
that is contemporary and relevant. 

Leading by Example
We believe that Seacoast Science Center must exemplify its core values through what we teach, 
what we advocate for, and how we act as individuals and representatives of the institution.
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It takes a Village
We are grateful to partner with the following agencies, institutions, and organizations:

Federal Agencies
Marine Mammal Health and Stranding 

Response Program
National Aeronautics and Space  

Administration
National Institute of Standards and 

Technology
National Marine Fisheries Service Law 

Enforcement
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration
National Science Foundation
National Science Teachers Association
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge
US Fish & Wildlife Service

State Agencies
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission
MA Department of Conservation & 

Recreation
MA Environmental Police
Maine Department of Marine Resources
Maine State Aquarium
NH Department of Education
NH Department of Environmental 

Services
NH Fish and Game
NH Parks and Recreation
Rockingham Planning Commission

Institutions and  
Collaborators
Association of Nature Center  

Administrators
Association of Zoos and Aquariums
Atlantic Marine Conservation Society
Atlantic White Shark Conservancy
Biomes Marine Biology Center
Blue Ocean Society for Marine  

Conservation
Buttonwood Zoo
Center for Wildlife
The Chamber Collaborative of Greater 

Portsmouth

Children’s Museum of New Hampshire
College of the Atlantic
CommuteSMART Seacoast
Conservation Law Foundation
The Cowasuck Band of the Pennacook- 

Abenaki People
Davis Conservation Foundation
Educational Passages
Friends of Portsmouth Harbor  

Lighthouse
Fuller Foundation
Global Aquaculture Alliance
Gloucester Maritime
Great Bay National Estuarine Research 

Reserve
Gulf of Maine Marine Education  

Association
Gulf of Maine Research Institute
Gulf of Maine Responsibly Harvested
The Gundalow Company
Hampton Area Chamber of Commerce
Healthy Ocean Coalition
Horizon Foundation
Indigenous New Hampshire  

Collaborative Collective
International Fund for Animal Welfare
KultureCity
Marine Mammals of Maine
Maine Maritime Museum
Maine State Aquarium
Maritime Aquarium
Massachusetts Audubon Society
McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center
Museum of Science, Boston
Museums for All
Mystic Aquarium
NASA Learning Ecosystems Northeast
National Endowment for the Arts, Blue 

Star Museums
National Marine Educators Association
National Marine Life Center
New England Aquarium
New England Museum Association
New England Ocean Action Network
New England Ocean Science Education 

Collaborative

New Hampshire Businesses for Social 
Responsibility

New Hampshire Charitable Foundation
New Hampshire Environmental  

Educators
New Hampshire PBS
New Hampshire Science Teachers  

Association
New Hampshire Veterinary Diagnostic 

Laboratory (at UNH)
NH CoastWise
Northeast Climate Change Education 

Collaborative
Northeast Regional Association of 

Coastal and Ocean Observing Systems
Ocean Genome Legacy
One Fish Foundation
Piscataqua Region Estuaries  

Partnership
Real World Real Science Community  

of Practice
Roger Williams University
Rozalia Project
Seacoast Outright
Shoals Marine Laboratory
Southeast Land Trust
Squam Lakes Natural Science Center
Star Island Corporation
Star Island Rutledge Marine Lab
Streamable Learning
Surfrider Foundation New Hampshire 

Chapter
The Trustees of Reservations
Tufts University, Cummings School of 

Veterinary Medicine, Department of 
Infectious Disease and Global Health

UNH Marine Docents
UNH School of Marine Science and 

Ocean Engineering
UNH Sea Grant
United States Lighthouse Society
University of New Hampshire
Whale and Dolphin Conservation
Wood Island Life Saving Station  

Association
York Region Chamber of Commerce
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Our Champions
We are grateful for the generosity of the following individuals, families, and organizations who supported our 
work.*

*gifts made from October 1, 2022-September 30, 2023.

Ocean Ambassadors 

$10,000 & up
Anonymous 

John Appleton		

The Black Dog Family of Companies

Katharine Brown		

Carolyn	Burt 
  in memory of Stephen Murphy 

Georgie Crosby Designated Fund	

Thomas Haas		

Jacqueline Jones and David White

New Hampshire Charitable Foundation

Partners Bank

RMH NH LLC (The Brook)	

Barbara	Sweet

University System of New Hampshire 	
	

$5,000–$9,999
American Endowment Foundation

Mike and Anne Ambrogi		

Todd and Julie Black		

Kathryn Gill Drew and Mitchell Drew

Brian Fitzgerald and Katherine Maxwell 
  Fitzgerald		

Bruce and Kipp Freeman		

Fuller Foundation		

Martha Fuller-Clark		

Jim and Paula Glynn		

Gulf of Maine Research Institute

Michelle	 LeMay		

Mark Marroni

Meredith Village Savings Bank

Paula Merritt		

NH Charitable Foundation

Ellen Saas

William and Mary Schleyer

Matt and Kate Siler

Lucinda Spaney		
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The Spicy Shark LLC	  

Elaine Tefft 
  in memory of Wendy Tefft 

Allan and Ruthe Waterfield	
	

$1,000–$4,999
Mark Adamy and	Holly Lowe Adamy

Advanced Medical Strategies

Mark and Sharon	 Altmeyer

Paul Bonacci and Lucy Schlaffer

Bank of America Charitable Foundation

Cory Belden and	Laura Marshall Belden

Jennifer and Mike Borislow

Mary Wick Boles

Thomas and Patience Chamberlin

Dennis Charette		

Jim and Ann Chase		

Roger, Heather, and Lisa Cloitre

Comcast		

Jack Cook

Jim and Karen D’Ambrisi 
  in memory of Stephen Murphy

Greg and Sandy DeSisto		

Donohue, Tucker and Ciandella, PPLC

Judith Doyle		

Mary Durant		

Ernst & Elfriede Frank Foundation

Steven and Deborah Genestreti

Georgia Pacific Gypsum	

Kristin Girard

Green Art		

Judd and Kathy Gregg		

Pamela Hall		

Laura Harris and Chaz Potter	

Raimund Hielscher and Claire Colby- 
  Hielscher		

Horizon Foundation, Inc.		

Jane and Jeff Ingram		

Bill and Julie Kath		

Kevin and Susan Lawson		

Frank and Laurie	Leichthammer

Lance Lollini and	Patricia Day-Lollini

Gregory and Ann	 Lynch		

Eric and Gina Maher		

Martha Masiello

Aliceann Matheny 
  in memory of Burt Matheny

Robert and Ann Mayer		

Mark and Diana McNabb		

Paul and Jessica McNicholl

New England BioLabs

New Hampshire Distributors

Next Era Energy Seabrook, LLC

Normandeau Associates

Northeast Delta Dental

Odiorne Park Fund

Physical Sciences Inc. (PSI)

PSNH Fund for Public Education 
  Programs		

The Pullen Family 
  in memory of Tia Pullen

Raymond James Charitable 
  Foundation 	

Kevin and Carol Rodenberg

Deborah Rogers

Rye 400		

Rye Driftwood Garden Club

Rye Historical Society		

Richard and Michelle Samdperil	

Linda Sanborn

Caryl Sawtelle

Smuttynose Brewing Company

Starich Foundation

Stefano La Sala Foundation, Inc.	

Timothy and Nancy Targett

Roy and Ute Tellini		

Timberland		

Town Fair Tire Foundation, Inc.
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Robert and Janet	Unger		

Dorothy Valhouli and Mr. Robert 
  DeVore		

Vanguard Charitable

Katherine Wheeler

Whole Foods

Nancy Winthrop		

Sea Stewards

$300–$999
John and JoAnn Adams		

Michele	Allen

Altus Engineering, Inc.		

Trevor and Kelly	Arp		

Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund

Anthony Barnard

Holly Boeing		

Arthur C. Borror and Betsy Cadbury

John and Nina Bottomley

Bully Boy Distillers

C&P Gallagher Properties LLC

Jack and Dee Dee Chambers

Charities Aid Foundation America

Michael Chubrich and Donna Saunders

Collier Community Foundation

Tim Cook

Ty and Erika Conklin		

Rosemary Conroy 
  in honor of Rosemary Conroy

E. Steven Coren 
  in honor of Ron Watson

Richard and Susan Dumore

Eight Legged Octopus	 	

David and Marion Ellis

Family Ear, Nose and Throat, LLC	

FedPoint (formerly LTC Partners)	

Ellen Finneran 
  in honor of Clare and John Spanks

Monique and Tom Fiola		

Gallagher’s Place	

Germeroth Consulting and 
  Creative	

Gideon Asen LLC	

Greater Lowell Community 
  Foundation	

Mary Griffin

GSC Pest Management		

Polly Henkel		

Sally Horner Smyser		

Richard	 Kelly		

Denis and Donna Kokernak	

Sarah Lang and Britt Swartley

Little Harbour School		

Merrill and Shelley Lord		

Sean and Kirsten	Mahoney

Matthew H. Wallengren, DDS, PA	

Nancy O. Maynard

Allison McLean		

William and Peggy Naumes

New Hampshire Humanities Council

Plum Island Kayak

Portsmouth Scuba		

Fred and Adele Pulitzer		

G. William Purdie		

Richard Rieley 
  in honor of Sarah Rieley	

Carol and Gary Riehlman 
  in memory of Phyllis Crosby 
  in honor of Barbara J. McNeill

Paul Rothman and Emily McEntee

David and Pam Sallet		

Samdperil and Welsh, PLLC	

Heidi Savage		

Dick Scott		

Silent “E” Fund		

Ralph and Jan Smith

Mark and Cindy Sorenson

John J. Spanks and Ellen T. Finneran

Sally Strazdins		

Joseph Thomas 
  in honor of Daniel Wojcik III

Bob and Sue Thoresen		

Jennifer	Troutman		

Joshua Tyler and	Kristen Soltis-Tyler 
  in memory of Marion Soltis

Judith Urbanczyk		

Stephen and Susan VanDerBeken

Scott and Deidre	Whall		

Lindsey	 Williams		

Steve and Danette Wineberg

YourCause, LLC		

Robert and Karyl Zellers		

$100–$299
Nathan and Sally	Alger		

Wendi and Mark	Alip

Bob Andelman		

Andrew Sidford Architects, PC

Karen Andronaco		

Robert Arp 
  in honor of Trevor Arp

Bank of America		

Michael and Susan Batcheller 
  in memory of Stephen Murphy

William	 Bartlett		

Victor and Janet	 Bilodeau

Carrie Boeing		

Anne Bowdoin 
  in memory of Paul & Mary Avery

Rebecca and Damien Brosnan

Priscilla	Clark 
  in memory of Phyllis Crosby

Taylor Clarke		

Laurie Cox-Schreiber 
  in memory of Stephen Murphy

Michael and Diane Donahue

John Dones		

Timothy Driscoll and Kim Putnam	

David and Janet Duggan		

Karla Dulin 
  in memory of Ty Moughan

Dunn Family Revocable Trust

Alison DuPilka 
  in memory of Eldon “Andy” 	
  Abrahamson

Mary Christine Dwyer		

EcoFish, Inc.		

Donna Faith Eldredge 
  in honor of the Duckrow Fonda Family

Heather Fabbri

Barbara	Fletcher 
  in memory of Captain Howard Crosby

Norm Fracassa 
  in honor of Brayden Fracassa

J. Raymond and Beth Gaffey

Judy Gallerie		

Georgia and David Gibbons
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George and Suzanne Gilman

Give Lively

Granite State Shetland Sheepdog Club 
  of South East New Hampshire

Gulf of Maine Marine Educators 
  Association 		

Thomas and Janet Gorman

Glenn and Joan Hammond

JoAnn Hart		

Heidi Healey		

Maureen Heaps 
  in memory of Mary Melissa Avery

Kara and Renzo Iturrino		

Jersey Mike’s Subs		

Glenn and Rachel Jones 
  in memory of Phyllis Crosby

Rebecca and Damien Kammerer

Ilene Kanoff

Kevin Eastman Studios, Inc.	

Judith Lange

Liberty Mutual		

Wendy Lull 
  in memory of Mary Melissa Avery 
  in memory of Phyllis Crosby

Scott and Amy Lynch		

Donna Lyon		

Tara and Paul MacMahon

Donald Maggs		

Jason Mahosky		

Robert Maloy and Sharon Edwards

Donald and Joyce Marchand

Dorothy and Walter Marshall	

Perry McKinney		

Tara and Paul MacMahon 
  in memory of Mary Melissa Avery

Melanie	McManmon 
  in honor of Ashley Stokes

John and Michelle Morris		

Ann Michelle Morrison 
  in memory of Ru Morrison

Liz Moughan

Melanie Muns

Krystal Nickerson		

Thomas and Susan O’Connor

Odiorne Family Reunion Fund

John Parker

Paul Pelletier		

Noreen Polus

Portsmouth Garden Club		

Jo Ann Price		

David Samara and Holly Wellstead	

Linda Santos		

Dwight and Cathy Schwader

Seven Rivers Paddling		

Susan Sheehan		

Samuel Smoot

Suzanne Sonneborn

Shannon Stang

Robert Sterns		

Studio Buteo

Jennifer 	Sullivan  
  in memory of Catherine Riley

Joseph Thomas 
  in honor of Daniel Wojcik III

Jeff and Michele Wensman 
  in memory of Phyllis Crosby

Kenneth	Weyler		

Beverly	 Winn		

Gary and Michelle Wright		

Lawrence Yerdon		

Lauren Yurasits		
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Land Acknowledgement
Odiorne Point State Park and Seacoast Science Center are located on 
N’dakinna, which is the traditional ancestral homeland of the Abenaki, 
Pennacook and Wabanaki Peoples past and present. We acknowledge 
and honor with gratitude the land and waterways and the alnobak 
(people) who have stewarded N’dakinna throughout the generations.
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Mission & Vision
Seacoast Science Center’s mission is to spark curiosity,  
enhance understanding, and inspire the conservation  
of our Blue Planet. We envision a healthy World Ocean.

Board of Directors

Officers
Richard Dumore, Chair
Linda Sanborn, Treasurer
Bruce Freeman, Secretary

At Large
Katharine Brown
John Diamond
Kathryn Gill Drew
Brian Fitzgerald
Whitney Gagnon
Steve Genestreti
Kristin Girald
James Glynn
Laurie Leichthammer
Allison McLean
Matt Siler
Reid Smith
Nancy Target
David White
Mark Wiley

Ex-officio
Brian Wilson
	 Director, NH Division of Parks  
	 and Recreation

Diane Foster
	 Director, UNH School of Marine  
	 Science and Engineering

Honorary Lifetime Board 
Members
Paul Avery*
Barbara Newall*
Allan Waterfield

*Deceased

Management
Officers 
Jim Chase
Chief Executive Officer

Kate Leavitt
Chief Program Officer

Karen Provazza
Chief Communications Officer

Directors
Danielle Bastian
Director of Visitor Experience

Henry Burke
Director of Camp and Programs

Janet Davis 
Campaign Director

Matt Krumme 
Director of Strategic Operations

Sherry Parshley
Director of Finance

Ashley Stokes
Director of Marine Mammal Rescue

Yvonne Zinicola
Director of Human Resources

President Emerita
Wendy Lull

2023 Impact Report Credits

Managing Editor: Karen Provazza
Contributors: Kate Leavitt, Ashley Stokes
Finances: Sherry Parshley
Donor Relations: Rachel McKaig
Graphic Design: Karen Provazza

Photo Credits

Cover: Harp Seal, by SSC Marine Mammal Rescue under its stranding agreement with NOAA 
Inside front cover: Female Right Whale and Calf, by Brian J. Skerry, Nat Geo Image Collection 
Back cover: Summer camp art project led by artist William Mitchell, by Michelle Dillon
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P.O. BOX 570
570 Ocean Boulevard
Rye, New Hampshire  03870-0570

www.seacoastsciencecenter.org

JOIN US IN CONSERVATION 
To learn more about giving opportunities,  
please contact Jim Chase at 603-433-8335 
or j.chase@sscnh.org.


