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Celebrating 30 ye�s! 1992-2022

BUILDING A 
CONSERVATION-MINDED 
COMMUNITY



Our family has always had a special connection with Seacoast Science Center, believing strongly 
in its mission and the great value it brings to our community. Over the years we have enjoyed 
many fun and educational events, from summer camp to Music by the Sea. Additionally, as local 
business owners we have chosen to show our ongoing support through design of elements in the 
museum including the “school of fish” donor wall and the exciting new exhibition, Our Dynamic 
Gulf of Maine. We are committed to maintaining an active partnership with Seacoast Science 
Center as it continues to evolve to meet the ever-changing needs of our community.
	 Elisa Winter Holben, Principal/CEO Winter Holben architecture + design
	 Brandon Holben, Principal/Architect Winter Holben architecture + design
	 Elias Holben & Sonia Holben

OUR COMMUNITY RESOURCE 
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Photo by  XXXX.

TOGETHER, WE ARE BUILDING A
CONSERVATION-MINDED COMMUNITY
When we opened our doors in 1992—30 years ago—we resolved that our success would lie in the 
power of connections to one another and to nature. This year, we celebrate the impact we’ve made 
through these connections. Together, we are building a conservation-minded community that is 
motivated to protect and bring restorative change to our environment; a community that believes  
that science-based education holds the key to inspiring conservation.  

TAKING ACTION
Scarlett Trayner is a young ocean enthusiast who 
understands the value of advocating for a cause. 
She created a stand to raise money for Seacoast 
Science Center this summer, offering lemonade 
and pineapple cupcakes “made with loving care” 
and “by donation,” earning $200 to support our 
mission to inspire conservation of our Blue Planet.
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“Seacoast Science Center is a leading steward of the natural resources that make our state special and one of 
the best resources for our young people to learn about the importance of protecting the environment. We’re 
proud of our longstanding partnership with the Center and look forward to continuing our work together 
toward a more sustainable future for our state and beyond. “

                                Allison McLean , Community Relations and Economic Development, Eversource Energy

CELEBRATING OUR FIRST AND STEADFAST 
COMMUNITY PARTNER: EVERSOURCE
Eversource (formerly Public Service of New Hampshire, then Northeast Utilities) has been a devoted 
partner since Seacoast Science Center opened its doors in 1992. Contributing annually for 30 years, 
Eversource underwrote our print newletter, The Seacoast Sun, for several years; sponsored countless 
events and exhibits, including our current Restoring Reefs exhibition; encouraged senior staff members 
to serve on our board of directors; and sent dozens of employees each year to assist with numerous 
maintenance projects during community service days. Most recently, Eversource funded the purchase 
of four sit-upon kayaks to allow for greater accessibility for our Wildlife Kayak Tours. We are grateful for 
Eversource’s commitment to our mission and our community.
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FROM THE CEO & CHAIR

Jim Chase
PRESIDENT & CEO

Dear Friends,

Our 30th anniversary year has prompted us to reflect on the current face of Seacoast Science Center 
and to envision new and better ways to serve our community. There are many facets to our current 
SSC identity: our high-quality school and group programs, marine mammal conservation work, 
environmental day camps, summer seaside concerts, touch tank exhibits, and curated exploration of 
the natural and cultural resources of Odiorne Point State Park. Equally important to the programmatic 
content itself are the ways that SSC facilitiates learning through hands-on, inquiry-based education 
that builds personal connections to nature and motivates people to be environmentally involved. It 
is extremely satisfying to see children and families who first experienced the wonders of nature with 
SSC 30 years ago now return full circle, bringing their children and grandchildren to share the magic of 
Odiorne Point State Park and to pass along their environmental knowledge and awareness to the next 
generation. 

We are working towards a future that builds on these strengths and extends our programmatic reach.  
It includes expanded nature-based early-learner education, enhanced marine mammal conservation, 
a recommitment to the cultural history of Odiorne Point, and richer educational programs that 
purposefully reinforce environmental sustainability. These ideas represent an exciting suite of new 
initiatives that have evolved through conversations with you, our SSC members, supporters, and 
partners.  We think you will agree that these new ideas represent important opportunities, when 
scaled to fit the character of Seacoast Science Center and the needs in our seacoast community.  They 
represent the next chapter of purposeful education, personalized learning, and inspiring experiences 
for which SSC has been known for over 30 years. 

Yours in conservation and education,

Nancy Targett, PhD
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, CHAIR
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COMPASSION FOR OUR PLANET  

Marine Science Fellowship

At Seacoast Science Center, we believe that time spent in nature has a direct correlation with an 
individual’s interest in environmental education and advocacy for conservation. That is why we are 
committed to creating opportunities for all ages to connect with nature in ways that are impactful, 
meaningful, and fun. By empowering children to envision themselves as naturalists and scientists,  
we hope to instill a life-long love of learning and evoke a deep appreciation for our planet. 

Big Fish Little Fish Open Play offers themed play stations and sensory-
based activities for the youngest of learners, helping build fine motor 
skills, literacy, and math skills in a social setting.

Big Fish Little Fish Open Play StewardsTreks and Safari Camp

Stewards, for grades 6–8, is a field-trip based program where students 
learn about complex ecosystems across the region as well as how 
humans interact with, and impact them.

Treks and Safari campers, ages 4–grade 5, spend their days immersed 
in nature, learning about ecosystems and how to become caretakers 
of our planet. 

Marine Biology Camp

Marine Biology Camp offers in-depth learning and practical 
experience for high school students who are interested in pursuing 
studies in the marine sciences. 

Our Marine Science Fellowship semester-long course allows high 
school students to expand their studies in a practical and resource-
rich environment, learn about career path options, and earn high 
school credit.

Internships

Internships give students the opportunity to gain knowledge and 
professional work experience, better positioning them for their 
continuing studies or career.
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Thank you Berwick Academy
This summer, we were able to provide free 
transportation for Camper Scholarship Fund 
recipients thanks to a new transportation 
partnership with Berwick Academy.

COMPASSION FOR ONE ANOTHER
Thanks to your generous support of our Camp Scholarship Fund, we are able to provide financial 
assistance to families who may not otherwise be able to participate in our valued camp programs. This 
summer, we enrolled eight children using these funds, extending 30 free camp days to families in need. 
Among those receiving scholarship money this summer was a child whose single parent is a disabled 
veteran, as well as three sibling Afghan refugees.  The children received a safe and educational child 
care experience, made new friends, gained confidence in themselves as budding scientists, and made 
wonderful memories that will last a lifetime. 

“I loved Safari 
camp. I had a great 
experience. I hope I 
can come back next 
year.” 
                       – Auggy

“Camp was super 
fun! Tide pooling was 
really fun and I made 
a lot of good friends.” 

                         – Ewan
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SHOWING UP 
Seacoast Science Center itself is the realization of individuals and partners1 who understand the need 
for an environmental education resource that embraces the interests and passion of the community, 
addresses topics regarding our coastal and marine environment, and welcomes all perspectives. 
You have let us know what is important to you and we are resolute in continuing to be your regional 
resource for coastal and ocean education.

In 2022, visitation soared 30% over  
pre-pandemic numbers.

As a member of the Collaborative Summer Library 
Program, the New Hampshire State Library 
provides librarians with resources for offering a 
high quality summer reading program for children 
each year. This summer, the theme was Oceans of 
Possibilities, shining a light on the importance of 
our One World Ocean and us all being stewards of 
the sea. 

As part of the initiative, SSC provided naturalist 
led programs to 27 local libraries throughout NH, 
ME and MA, bringing ocean-themed educational 
stations and activities, and connecting with nearly 
1,000 attendees. We also saw an increase in library 
memberships this summer, bringing our total up 
to 75 library members.

Volunteers and Community Service 
Volunteerism

1Seacoast Science Center opened in 1992 in a public/private partnership between the University of New Hampshire Cooperative Extention/
Sea Grant Program, Audubon Society of New Hampshire under contract with the State of New Hampshire, and the Friends of Odiorne Point. 
Seacoast Science Center, Inc. was established in 2002. 

Summer 2022 library reading theme:  
Oceans of Possibilities

Our 2022 visitation is trending 30% higher than 
2018-2021, all while operating with limited visits 
per hour, administered by our new ticketing 
software. We remained closed one day a week 
to allow for a quiet day for private group visitors, 
all-staff meetings, and facility maintenance 
projects. We partnered with Museums for All in 
effort to become more accessible to EBT and SNAP 
cardholders, who can visit at a reduced admission 
rate of $2 per person. We also provided free 
memberships to 11 social service agencies via  
the Wendy Tefft Fund Social Service Fund.

We are humbled by the support of so many  
volunteers who chose to return to the Center after 
a period of time away due to Covid-19. This year, 
102 volunteers served as exhibit and program 
naturalists and behind-the-scenes assistants. 
Forty-one counselor-in-training youth assisted 
with our camp programs, gaining work skills and 
knowledge. A total of 686 individuals participated 
in community service volunteer projects, including 
UNH students and local business employees. Our 
events simply could not have taken place without 
the 235 individuals who shared their time and  
talent with us.
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GOING VIRAL
Social media is one of our most effective ways  
of sharing information. With nearly 42,000 
followers across our channels, Facebook leads 
in viral reach with posts typically reaching up to 
5,000 people. Our blockbuster posts are often on 
our SSC Marine Mammal Rescue feed, reaching 
over 100K. 

The post on the right was a call to beach goers, 
asking them to keep a lookout for an injured 
young harbor seal spotted on local beaches in 
August. The response was overwhelming, with 
115,640 views and 476 shares. The success of our 
marine mammal wildlife conservation efforts lies 
with you, our eyes and ears on the beach. Your 
engagement has demonstrated your enthusiasm 
for the work we do, and we thank you.

Raising Profiles through Partnership

This year, we surpassed our community 
engagement outreach numbers because you 
asked us to be part of your events and initiatives. 
Our staff and volunteers participated in dozens 
of environmental events, delivering educational 
programs and hosting informational booths. 
You helped spread the word, build our network 
of friends and partners, and in turn, helped us 
advance our mission. 

We are fortunate to live in a region where 
charitable organizations are highly regarded 
and generously supported by individuals and 
businesses. When we work together, sharing 
our time and expertise, our voices are amplified, 
benefiting both a shared cause and our 
community as a whole.  Together, we are building 
a better planet today and for future generations.

STRONGER TOGETHER 

As a Fabulous Find Resale Boutique charity partner for the month 
of July, we were honored to help promote their efforts to upcycle 
clothing and houseware items and their mission to support non-
profits in the Seacoast region. We received a whopping donation  
of $12,299.71!

The Spicy Shark hosted its first annual New England Hot Sauce 
Festival at Smuttynose Brewery in July, and SSC and Blue Ocean 
Society were both chosen as beneficiaries, earning us $4,417! The 
Spicy Shark is committed to ocean and shark conservation, and 
understands the value of community outreach education.

We had dozens of important conversations with community 
members during the Portsmouth Farmer’s Market Eco Day in August, 
an event that supports local farmers, food purveyors and artisans. 
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BUILDING A CONNECTED  
LEARNING ECOSYSTEM
Place-based community engagement is a 
powerful way to connect individuals and groups 
who have shared interests, forge ties to a cause, 
and build a connected learning ecosystem. 
This year, we worked with several new partners 
to advance community environmental 
observations, inquiries, and monitoring. Our 
goal is to engage teachers, students, scientists, 
libraries, community members, and other 
education partners who are curious about 
community (citizen) science, to share resources 
and ideas, and to innovate the ways we 
engage youth and community in place-based 
environmental observation and monitoring.

This summer we hired our first ever Community 
Science Intern to brainstorm, research, 
developed and deliver new Community Science 
visitor programming. Our new Our Dynamic Gulf 
of Maine exhibition includes two exhibits that 
highlight community champions, partners and 
regional community science efforts. Together 
with our partners from the Gulf of Maine 
Research Institute, we will co-host our annual 
teacher workshop focusing on low barrier ways 
to integrate Community Science into elementary 
curriculum. And, this year marked our 20th 
annual BioBlitz! We now have a 20 year dataset 
capturing the biodiversity of Odiorne Point 
State Park. This open, family-friendly community 
science event engages all ages and abilities in 
fun, hands-on field science!

Connor Blomstrom 
Community Science Intern

During my summer internship, I helped jumpstart 
a new community science program and create 
science experiment programs for visitors. I 
researched a variety of topics to determine what 
investigations would be most beneficial. Because of 
our proximity to Portsmouth International Airport 
at Pease, and land and sea traffic, I chose to launch 
a community science noise study in Odiorne Point 
State Park and the surrounding area. 

When designing the noise pollution project, I 
wanted to make sure anyone could get involved, 
and this meant making the technology easy 
to implement and the process easy to follow. 
We used iPads with a NASA decibel recording 

app that recorded lowest and highest decibels. I 
pinpointed eight locations on a map of the park 
for testing the noise levels. This inquiry sparked 
visitor questions about the impacts of noise on 
biodiversity and wildlife and ecosystem heath.

The noise pollution study, along with other science 
experiment programs that I created with my 
SSC mentors, provide a great way for anyone to 
become a scientist. It was especially inspiring to 
see so many young adults gain such an interest 
in what we were doing and I hope that my work 
has helped encourage many others to begin 
asking these kinds of important questions in their 
daily lives. This summer internship has given me 
valuable experiences within a field that I would 
like to pursue in the future. I am grateful for my 
summer at Seacoast Science Center.
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Nature’s undeniable beauty, abundant diversity, and unbounded limits have long drawn people 
together. At SSC, we strive to create new and exciting opportunities to engage all ages in learning 
about the natural world around them while strengthening their commitment to conservation. This year 
we brought back our Family Nature Programs, Wildlife Kayak Tours (in Odiorne Point State Park and in 
partnership with Plum Island Kayak and Seven Rivers Paddling), and our school and group field trip 
programs rebounded. New this year, we partnered with Salisbury Beach State Reservation to provide  
a series of free Seal Walk programs.

THE POWER OF NATURE
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In June of 2022, we opened our reinvisioned 
Our Dynamic Gulf of Maine exhibition to better 
interpret its critical and complex story. 

OUR DYNAMIC 
GULF OF MAINE
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Partnering with UNH School of Marine Science and Ocean Engineering to showcase 
Innovative Aquaculture in the Gulf of Maine

Due to climate change and other challenges faced by wild fish stocks and commercial fisheries, 
aquaculture has great potential to diversify NH’s seafood industry and to coexist with the working 
waterfront. This tank features an example of an open-water aquaculture system piloted by UNH in 
New Castle, NH. A stationary pen in the ocean holds steelhead trout, lumpfish, sugar kelp, and blue 
mussels. Sugar kelp and blue mussels absorb the waste produced by the trout, reducing the nutrient 
load in the water. Lumpfish eat parasites off the trout, keeping the trout clean and healthy. The trout, 
kelp, and mussels can be harvested and brought to market. Using this method, aquaculture can 
sustainably provide diversified sources of seafood, helping NH’s coastal communities remain resilient 
in the face of climate change.  

Just as there is always change in our environment 
and our lives, there is always opportunity to 
create change and make a difference. The new 
Our Dynamic Gulf of Maine exhibition offers ways 
you can become involved in community science 
projects and take action for a brighter future for 
our planet.

THE GULF OF MAINE 
IS OUR TEACHER
The Gulf of Maine is known for its cold waters, 
featuring high biodiversity and a rich history of 
productive fishing grounds, yet climate change 
is having a particular impact on this unique body 
of water, which is warming faster than most of 
the world’s oceans. Our new Our Dynamic Gulf of 
Maine exhibition highlights issues of urgency and 
hope within this important ecosystem. Stories of 
the work being done by to mitigate issues are told 
by collaborators UNH School of Marine Science 
and Ocean Engineering, NH SeaGrant, Great Bay 
Waterkeeper and others. These stories help visitors 
gain a deeper understanding of our influence 
on the natural world and how the natural world 
influences our daily lives. 
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WILDLIFE CONSERVATION

This summer, we received an alert from NOAA 
Fisheries Regional Marine Mammal Stranding 
coordinator regarding two live cetaceans spotted  
in shallow water in the Annisquam River in 
Gloucester, MA. While out of our official territory, 
SSC assists in this region when needed. 

Live stranded cetaceans are considered an 
emergency situation because it is not normal 
for them to be on land as it is for their pinniped 
cousins. We immediately deployed an MMR 
volunteer who went out on a vessel with the 
Harbormaster to attempt to relocate both 
animals, while our team assembled supplies and 
resources to head to Gloucester. Once we received 
photographs, we quickly identified the animals as 
Risso’s dolphins—a first for our team and a species 
that generally stays in offshore waters.

MMR was joined by colleagues from International 
Fund for Animal Welfare (Falmouth, MA) and 
Whale and Dolphin Conservation (Plymouth, MA) 
in this endeavor.  An attempt at herding one of 
the dolphins back out to open ocean while it was 
free-swimming was unsuccessful. Once onsite with 
both juvenile dolphins we determined them to 
be in poor overall health (based on behavior and 
physical condition) and unfortunately knew that 
humane euthanasia was the best course of action. 

With the help of the Gloucester Harbormaster to 
tow the animal to a boat ramp, our team was able 
to recover and transport one of the dolphins to 
our partners at the New Hampshire Veterinary 
Diagnostics Laboratory at UNH for necropsy (full 
post-mortem examination)—no small feat for an 
animal nearly 8 ½ feet in length and 407 pounds! 

SSC MARINE MAMMAL RESCUE
2022 marks our Marine Mammal Rescue program’s 9th year of operation. This year, response case 
numbers are tracking as an average year: as of the end of September, we have responded to 93 cases. As 
typical, 95% of cases are pinnipeds (seals) and 5% are cetaceans (whales, dolphins, porpoises). However, 
we never know when the hotline will ring or what the next case might be! That has been especially true 
this year, as our team logged in a few unusual cases for our region. In January, we responded to a live 
pygmy sperm whale in Salisbury, MA and a live bottlenose dolphin in Rye. Fast forward to August and 
our team was called in for support with a first-ever species for the team: a pair of Risso’s dolphins! More 
about that case can be found below.

Advancing wildlife conservation through stranded marine mammal response, care and community 
outreach education hinges on collaborations with town, state and federal officials; stranding network 
partners; and community members. These partnerships allow us to advance marine mammal biology 
and ecology research by raising awareness of the importance of this work, allowing us to maintain a 
continuous data flow to national database used to study ocean ecology. 

Director of Marine Mammal Rescue, Ashley Stokes, 
assisted with the necropsy alongside Dr. Inga Sidor 
and several visiting students from Tufts University, 
to try and determine what led to the stranding of 
this beautiful animal. Though we are still awaiting 
final results from histopathology, initial findings 
indicate that the animal had not been eating for 
some time and possibly had parasites in the brain 
(explaining why it was swimming in circles). 

Though it was not the outcome we hope for, 
cases like this afford us the opportunity to learn 
more about these unique species. Our team is 
thankful for the close working relationships with 
other members of the Greater Atlantic Regional 
Response network, to quickly and effectively 
respond to these more rare and  
difficult strandings. 

MMR assists NOAA in rare case involving Risso’s dolphins

Marine Mammal Rescue staff swab a juvenile harp seal to sample for 
infectious disease.

14  |  2022 Impact Report



1,259
total response cases since 
Seacoast Science Center
Marine Mammal Rescue
was established in 2014.

Data collected through 9/30/22. 

859
harbor seals

24 unknown* pinniped species 

Pinnipeds

185
harp seals

126
gray seals

28
harbor

porpoises

5
Atlantic

white-sided 
dolphins

7
common
dolphins

3
bottlenose

dolphins

2
Risso’s

dolphins

8
minke
whales

2
humpback

whales

2
pygmy sperm

whales

4 unknown* cetacean species

Cetaceans

*unable to identify due to decomposition

4
hooded seals

24-HOUR MARINE MAMMAL REPORTING HOTLINE: 603-997-9448

Seacoast Science Center Marine Mammal Rescue advances wildlife conservation through 
marine mammal field response, triage care, and community outreach in New Hampshire and 
northern Massachusetts (from Essex, MA to the Maine border). 

SSC Marine Mammal Rescue assisted NOAA and colleagues from International Fund for Animal Welfare (Falmouth, MA) and Whale and Dolphin 
Conservation (Plymouth, MA) with the response of two Risso’s dolphins that stranded in Gloucester, MA. The dolphins, that typically stay in 
offshore waters, are believed to have parasites in the brain, causing them to get disoriented. The pair was humanely euthanized to alleviate 
suffering. 
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SSC & OPSP
Seacoast Science Center is proud to provide educational programs and interpretive services in 
Odiorne Point State Park as part of its long-standing partnership with New Hampshire Division 
of Parks and Recreation. Odiorne’s significant natural habitats and rich social history provide a 
multitude of exceptional opportunities for us to advance understanding of the interconnectedness 
between land and sea. 

Partnership in Action

SSC volunteers and volunteer service groups have been assisting with the Rockingham County 
Conservation District’s Habitat Restoration project in Odiorne Point State Park since it was initiated 
in 2009. An invasive species management plan for each of the different habitats includes removal 
and ongoing eradication of invasives, careful and varied integrated pest management, and planting 
of native species. Other partners on this project include NH Department of Natural and Cultural 
Resources as well as the NH Department of Agriculture, Markets and Foods, IPM program, the NH 
State Conservation Committee, and the NH Coastal Program. The program’s success is a shining 
example of long-term collaboration and support, and the results have been outstanding.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Odiorne Point State Park and Seacoast Science Center are located on N’dakinna, which is the 
traditional ancestral homeland of the Abenaki, Pennacook and Wabanaki Peoples past and 
present. We acknowledge and honor with gratitude the land and waterways and the alnobak 
(people) who have stewarded N’dakinna throughout the generations.



2021 REVENUE:  $2.74M 2021 EXPENSE: $1.80M

33%  Fundraisings & Events

 24%  Museum Operations

16%  CARES ACT Federal Funds

15%  Grants & Educational
  Programs

10%  Bequest

2%  Investment Income

41%  Educational Programs

30%  Museum Operations

15%  Fundraising

14%  Administration

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW 
Below is a summary of SSC’s 2021 audited financial reports and a financial forecast for 2022. SSC finished in a strong 
financial position in 2021 with a change in net assets of $946,000, total assets of $3,319,000, and $1,664,000 of cash 
and cash equivalents. The substantial surplus was the result of CARES Act funding combined with broad philanthropic 
support and grants revenue. 2022 is also shaping up to be a strong year for SSC. While Federal CARES Act and 
America Rescue Plan Act funding have largely ended, SSC’s museum operations revenue has rebounded while its 
philanthrophy efforts remain vigorous. SSC is expected to close 2022 with a change in net assets of around $90,000, 
total assets of $3,410,000 and around $1,750,000 of operating cash and cash equivalents.

2022 FORECASTED REVENUE:  $2.04M 2022 FORECASTED EXPENSE: $1.95M

36%  Museum Operations

30%  Fundraisings & Events

24%  Grants & Educational
  Programs

11%  CARES ACT Federal Funds

 -1%  Investment Income

44% Educational Programs

31%  Museum Operations

 15% Fundraising

 10% Administration
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OUR CHAMPIONS 

*Gifts through September  30, 2022

Ocean Ambassadors 
$10,000 & up

Anonymous
Georgie Crosby Agency Fund for the 
  Friends of Odiorne Point
Davis Conservation Foundation
Aliceann Matheny
  in memory of Burt Matheny
Dr. Ann Michelle Morrison
  in memory of Ru Morrison
New Hampshire Charitable 
  Foundation
Schleyer Family Foundation
Matt Siler and Kate Hester Siler
Mrs. Barbara Sweet
UNH School of Marine Science and 
  Ocean Engineering
University System of New Hampshire

$5,000–$9,999

Michael and Anne Ambrogi
Anonymous
Dr.  John Appleton
Stephen Murphy and Carolyn Burt
Geoffrey E. Clark and Martha Fuller    
  Clark
Lisa Cloitre
IOOS Association
  in memory of Stephen Murphy 
Mark and Kimberly Marroni
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Matthew and Martha Masiello
Mark and Diana McNabb
Mrs. Paula Merritt
Ms. Ellen Saas
Lucinda Spaney
Larry and Andrea Stanley
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Drs. Timothy and Nancy Targett
Jacqueline Jones and David White

We are grateful for the generosity of the following 
individuals and families who supported our work.*

$1,000–$4,999

Advanced Medical Strategies
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Allayne and Douglas Wick 
  Foundation
Mark and Sharon Altmeyer
Christine Bussiere Ambrose
Anonymous
Trevor and Kelly Arp
Mrs. Mary Avery
  in memory of Paul Avery
Jason Blades and Timberland 
  Employees
Rebecca and Damien Brosnan
Frank Chamberlin
Champion Soccer School
Mr. Dennis Charette
Ann and Jim Chase
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
John and Renee Chiou
Roger and Heather Cloitre
Raimund Hielscher and Claire  
  Colby-Hielscher
Michelle and Jack Cook
Christina Costa
Capt. Howard and Mrs. Phyllis 
  Crosby
Adam and Andrea Daly
Richard and Kristina DeMarco
Greg and Sandy DeSisto
John and Zoi Diamond
Eric and Gina Maher
Ms. Judith A. Doyle
Mr. Richard Dumore
Ms. Mary T. Durant
Brian Fitzgerald and Katherine 
  Maxwell Fitzgerald
Bruce and Kipp Freeman
Mr. and Mrs. Jameson S. French
Steven and Deborah Genestreti
Kathryn Gill Drew and Mitchell Drew
Kristin and John-Michael Girald

Mr. and Mrs. James Glynn
Ms. Pamela Hall
Edward and Jeanne Hayes
Tim and Keri Hepburn
Jeffrey and Erlyan Huntington
Bill and Julie Kath
Paul and Barbara Labonte
Kevin and Susan Lawson
Frank and Laurie Leichthammer
Dr. Gregory Lynch and Ms. Ann 
  Lynch
Jack Reid and Colleen Mahoney 
Kirsten and Sean Mahoney
Robert and Ann Mayer
Jessica Mayer and Ben Tweedie
New England Biolabs, Inc. 
Northshore/Davies
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Odiorne Point Fund
Pfizer Inc.
Denise Poulos
PSNH Fund for Public Education 
  Programs
Richard and Michelle Samdperil
Heidi Savage
  in memory of Jeff and Joanne 
  Savage
Seacoast Science Center at Odiorne 
  Fund
Stephen and Michelle Shea La Sala
Joshua Tyler and Kristen Soltis-Tyler
Staritch Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Elaine Tefft
  in memory of Wendy Tefft
Roy and Ute Tellini
Andre and Jo-Ann Theriault
Robert Unger and Janet Butler
Dorothy Valhouli and Robert DeVore
Dr. and Mrs. Allan and Ruthe 
  Waterfield
Doug Wheeler and Katherine Wells 
  Wheeler

Sea Stewards
$300–$999

Robert and Maryann Abcunas
Mark Adamy
Anonymous
Laura Bahl and Richard Kelly
Scott Balaguer
  in memory of Barbara Balaguer
Anthony Barnard
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Mr. William Bartlett
Santiago Beltran Miranda
Todd and Julie Black
Roger Stirm and Nevert Boraie
  in honor of Pebbles
Jennifer Borislow
Dr. Arthur C. Borror and Ms. Betsy  
  Cadbury
Bill and Cindy Burke
Rosemary Conroy
Melville Cote
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Matthew Couture
Lance Lollini and Patricia Day-Lollini
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Donahue
Richard and Kate Dumas
Heidi Duncanson and Mark Weaver
Catherine Eames
David Ellis
Jessica Engle
Fi Smart Dog Collar
Mr. John J. Spanks and Ms. Ellen T. 
  Finneran
Monique and Tom Fiola
David Gallagher
Benjamin Gamari
Alan and Sally Gayer
Heather Goldstone
  in memory of Ru Morrison 
Ana and Gerard Goubert
Judd and Kathy Gregg
Angela and David Hiley
Vicki Howard and John Borden
Stuart and Mary Ann Kahl

Helen Kauder and Barry Nalebuff
Ms. Dianne Kelly
Sarah Lang and Britt Swartley
Michel and Charlotte LaPierre
Kate and Mark Leavitt
Shelley and J. Merrill Lord 
MaryRuth Luther
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
MacLean Holloway Doherty & 
  Sheehan, P.C.
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Mrs. Fran Mandeville
Jen Marshall
The Martin Family
Ms. Virginia-Lee McCaddin and Ms. 
  Suzanne Kasprzak
Jessica and Paul McNicholl
Terry Melim
Roderick Morrison
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Drs. William and Peggy Naumes
New England Biolabs, Inc.
Fred and Adele Pulitzer
Leslie and Brett Rankin
Gretchen Richards
Carol and Gary Riehlman
Mr. Paul Rothman and Emily 
  McEntee
Norman Saba
Linda Sanborn
Robert Schreiber
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Peter and Daphne Schwab
David Siegel
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Mary Edith Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Smith
Mrs. Sally Horner Smyser
Richard and Katherine Snaith
Toby and Carol Stowe
  in memory of Eric Scheuer
Sally Strazdins
Michael Thiel and Gail Richard
Joseph Thomas
Jennifer Troutman

Matthew H Wallengren, DDS, PA
Scott and Deidre Whall
Zdenka Willis
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Gary and Michelle Wright

$100–$299

Brianna Adams
Altus Engineering, Inc.
  in honor of Eric Weinreb
Mr. Bob Andelman and Ms. Kathryn 
  Lynch
Anonymous
Baker, Newman and Noyes
  in memory of Eric Scheuer
Ms. Jan Baumgardner
Jason and Kathleen Beaulieu 
  in honor of Allan and Ruthe 
  Waterfield
Cory Belden and Laura Marshall 
  Belden
Ann Bell
  in honor of Sarah and Michael Bell
Heather Bird
Stuart Bliss
Boys & Girls Club of Greater Salem, 
  MA
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Cheryl Brosnan 
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Thomas Burkardt
Tammy Burns
Collin Burt
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Lewis Butler
Cambly Inc.
Mary F. Casa
  in memory of Thomas J. Cook
Richard Cella III and Employees of 
  Ipswich Bay Advisors
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Laurie and Richard Cesati
Dennis Chasteen and Loretta Lavac
Michael Chubrich and Donna 
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OUR CHAMPIONS 

$100–$299, continued

Holly Cook
Denise Coulson
Laurie Cox-Schreiber
Daryn Clevesy
Brenda Dale
Steven D’Amico
  in memory of Ann Marie D’Amico
Robert Dann
  in honor of Caroline Rand
Rebecca DeAngelis
Mark Decker
  in memory of Andy Abrahamson
John and Heather DeTrude
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Jalmar Dijkstra
  in memory of Eric Scheuer
Chris Dougherty and Lauren Wendel
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Hollie Dutton
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Martha Dyner
  in memory of Suzanne Dyner
Stacey Eaton
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Ted and Edna Fitzgerald
  in honor of Kathy Maxwell 
  Fitzgerald
Norm Fracassa
Judy Gallerie
Michael Geggatt
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Hannah Ginley
Cris and Chichi Goodman
Marc and Emily Goodman
James and Nancy Greeley
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
MaryMargaret Halsey
Luke Harding
Lauren Harris
James and Pam Harrison
  in memory of Terri Smith

Paul Hayward-Surry
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Dan Hellin
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Dorothy Herzog
  in memory of Eric Scheuer
Shira Hillyer
  in honor of Megan Schulz
Stephen Holden
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Andy Hook
Judy Howard
  in memory of Barbara Balaguer
Kara and Renzo Iturrino
Steve and Christina Jackson
Frederick James
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Nadine Johnson
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Chris Johnston and the Otters
Carolyn Jordan and Harry Fair
  in memory of Eric Scheuer
Jean and Doug Karam
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Joy Keener-Borresen
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
David Kennedy
  in honor of Catherine, Colleen, 
  and Elizabeth Kennedy
J.V. Klima
Chris Koehler
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Margaret Kohler
Matthew Landon
  in memory of Eric Scheuer
Cheryl and Ed Laprade
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Matthew Liebman
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Barb and Greg Lindner
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Elizabeth Lyon
  in honor of Alexa Rosenberger

Caleigh MacPherson
Jennifer Madore
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Robert Maloy and Sharon Edwards
Mary Maravic
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Donald and Joyce Marchand
Mike and Jess Matson
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Joseph McEachern
Craig McLean
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Melanie McManmon
Kathryn McNiel
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Nancy Miller
Stephen and Jane Mirick
Susan Moir
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Alicia Monaghan
  in honor of Gus
Ann and Alan Morrison
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Andy Neuman
  in memory of Eric Scheuer
Chuck Newton
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
James O’Donnell
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Thomas and Susan O’Connor
Michael and Patricia Pangan
Cheryl Parker
  in memory of Eric Scheuer
PartnerRe America Insurance 
  Company
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Jerry and Donna Pawlikowski
  in memory of Eric Scheuer
Teri Paxton
  in memory of Barbara Balaguer
Paul Pelletier
Joanna Pitt
  in memory of Ru Morrison

Plum Island Drift 
Karen Provazza 
Bradford Ritchie
Mr. Jim Ross
William and Barbara Rudolph
  in memory of Barbara Balaguer
Stephen and Mary Ruisi
Linda Santos
Katherine Sbay
  in memory of Eric Scheuer
Lucinda Schlaffer and Paul Bonacci
George Schumacher Jr. and Carole 
  Schumacher
Dwight Schwader
Dwight and Cathy Schwader
  in memory of Diane Sundstrom 
  and  Lois Schwader
Robin Schweikart

Susan Sheehan
Tom Sherman
Caroline Sitwell
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Mr. Robert Snover and Ms. Darcy 
  Davidson
Suzanne and Henry Sonneborn and 
  Grandchildren
Ann Stanley
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Mike and Terry Stockdale 
The Stokes Family
William and Marilyn Titone
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Tara Torres and Friends from Coverys
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Linda VanDeVoorde
  in honor of Brenna Whitney

Peter Voskowsky
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Morgan Walker
John Walsh
  in memory of Ru Morrison
Waters Corporation
Ronald Watson
James and Jennifer Weiner
Danette Wineberg
Wanda Wintin
Sheila and John Woelfel
John and Lisa Wood
  in memory of Stephen Murphy
Anita and Paul Yarossi
Demetrios Yiannacopoulos
Karyl Zellers

In recognition of Seacoast Science Center’s 30th Birthday, we launched a $3 for 30 years campaign, 
encouraging visitors to share their support on our “wall of stars.” Hundreds of individuals and families have 
participated in the year-long initiative, donating over $5,200 as of September 30, 2022.
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TOGETHER, FOR A HEALTHIER PLANET 

CORPORATE PARTNERS

FEDERAL AGENCIES 
Marine Mammal Health and Stranding Response Program
National Aeronautics and Space Administration
National Marine Fisheries Service Law Enforcement
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Science Foundation
National Science Teachers Association
US Fish & Wildlife Service

Thank you to the following businesses and 
community members who invested in SSC.

INSTITUTIONS AND COLLABORATORS
Association of Nature Center 
  Administrators
Association of Zoos and Aquariums
Atlantic Marine Conservation 
  Society
Atlantic White Shark Conservancy
Biomes Marine Biology Center
Blue Ocean Society for Marine  
  Conservation
Buttonwood Zoo
Center for Wildlife
The Chamber Collaborative of 
  Greater Portsmouth
Children’s Museum of New 
  Hampshire
College of the Atlantic
CommuteSMART Seacoast
Conservation Law Foundation
Educational Passages
Florida Fish and Wildlife 
  Conservation Commission
Friends of Portsmouth Harbor 
  Lighthouse
Fuller Foundation 
Global Aquaculture Alliance
Gloucester Maritime
Great Bay National Estuarine 
  Research Reserve

Gulf of Maine Marine Education     
  Association
Gulf of Maine Research Institute
The Gundalow Company
Hampton Area Chamber of 
  Commerce
Healthy Ocean Coalition
Indigenous New Hampshire 
  Collaborative Collective
International Fund for Animal 
  Welfare
Marine Mammals of Maine
Maine Maritime Museum
Maine State Aquarium
Maritime Aquarium
Massachusetts Audubon Society
McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center
Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood 
  Watch®
Museum of Science, Boston
Museums for All
Mystic Aquarium
NASA Learning Ecosystems 
  Northeast
National Endowment for the Arts, 
  Blue Star Museums
National Marine Educators 
  Association
National Marine Life Center

New England Aquarium
New England Climate Change
  Education Collaborative
New England Museum Association
New England Ocean Action Network
New England Ocean Science 
  Education Collaborative
New Hampshire Businesses for 
  Social Responsibility
New Hampshire Charitable 
  Foundation 
New Hampshire Environmental 
  Educators
New Hampshire PBS
New Hampshire Science Teachers 
  Association 
New Hampshire Veterinary 
  Diagnostic Laboratory (at UNH)
NH CoastWise
NH EPSCoR (Experimental Program  
  to Stimulate Competitive Research)
Northeast Climate Change 
  Education Collaborative
Northeast Regional Association of 
  Coastal and Ocean Observing 
  Systems
One Fish Foundation
Parker River National Wildlife 
  Refuge

STATE AGENCIES
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
MA Department of Conservation & Recreation
MA Environmental Police
Maine Department of Marine Resources 
Maine State Aquarium
NH Department of Education
NH Department of Environmental Services
NH Fish and Game
NH Parks and Recreation
Rockingham Planning Commission

IN-KIND PARTNERS
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Andrew Sidford Architects, PC 
ARQ Architects
Atlantic Grill
Baker, Newman and Noyes
The Black Dog Family of Companies
  Black Dog Divers, Inc.
  Black Dog Crane & Rigging, Inc. 
  Black Dog Barges, Inc.
Black Point Seafood
C&P Gallagher Properties LLC
Comcast
Donahue, Tucker & Ciandella, PLLC
EcoFish, Inc. 
EverSource

Georgia Pacific Gypsum
MAYO Designs Inc.
Meredith Village Savings Bank 
Millennium Running
NextEra Energy Seabrook LLC
Northeast Delta Dental
Partners Bank
Physical Sciences Inc.
Rye Driftwood Garden Club
Smuttynose Brewing Company
The Fabulous Find
The Music Man DJ
The Spicy Shark LLC
UBS Financial Service 
  

Bank of NH Pavilion
BootLegger’s Footwear Center
Captains Cove Adventure Golf
Centrus Digital
The Chiou Family
DeeLuxe Bartending
Everyday Details
Fairfield Inn by Marriott
Gaia Live, LLC
Granite State Whale Watch
JGroup Hospitality
Kittery Trading Post
Loaded Question Brewing Company
Market Basket
Petey’s Restaurant
PiNZ Bowl
Portsmouth Quality Flooring
Prescott Park
PR Restaurants L.L.C. (Panera Bread)

Putnam Ski & Sports
Runner’s Alley
Sagamore Golf Center
Sheraton Portsmouth
Sperry Tents
Stonewall Kitchen Company Store
Strawbery Banke Museum
Summer Sessions
Sweet Meadows Flower Shop
The Common Man
The Three Chimneys Inn and 
  Restaurant
Thyme + TIDE Kitchen
Trader Joe’s
UNH Athletics
Vortex Optics
Water Country
Winter Holben Architecture + 
  Design

Piscataqua Region Estuaries 
  Partnership
Real World Real Science Community 
  of Practice
Roger Williams University
Rozalia Project
Seacoast Outright
Shoals Marine Laboratory
Squam Lakes Natural Science Center
Star Island Corporation
Star Island Rutledge Marine Lab
Surfrider Foundation New 
  Hampshire Chapter
The Trustees of Reservations
Tufts University, Cummings School 
  of Veterinary Medicine, 
  Department of Infectious Disease 
  and Global Health
UNH Marine Docents
UNH School of Marine Science and 
  Ocean Engineering
UNH Sea Grant
United States Lighthouse Society
University of New Hampshire
Wood Island Life Saving Station 
  Association
Woods Hole Oceanographic  
  Institute
York Region Chamber of Commerce

Partners play an important role in our ability to advance our conservation education mission.  
The following are agencies, institutions, and organizations that we work with on a regular basis.



In April, Allan Waterfield, immediate past board 
chair of Seacoast Science Center, was presented 
with the NH Center for Nonprofits Board Impact 
Award for his 9-year contribution to SSC. Allan 
served on the board of directors since 2014, 
including 3 years as vice chair and 4 years as chair.

During his tenure, Allan has worked tirelessly 
with staff, Board, and community to advance the 
institution toward the success it enjoys today. 
Under Allan’s leadership the Board implemented 
initiatives to improve its professionalism and 
diversity. Allan also guided the Board through 
development of an updated vision for Seacoast 
Science Center’s future, one that includes 
expanded educational programs for children and 
families, expanded services to the community, 
and a reinvestment in the visitor experience.

Allan calls SSC his  “happy place” and we are 
fortunate to have his wealth of knowledge in 
education, marine sciences, and leadership to 
help guide our growing institution.

NOTABLE NEWS NH Center for Nonprofits honors  
Seacoast Science Center’s Allan Waterfield

On September 22nd, Seacoast Science Center 
hosted its 30th birthday celebration. An anchor 
institution for coastal and marine science 
education since it opened its doors in 1992, SSC 
recognized its longstanding partnership with New 
Hampshire State Parks and the many individuals 
and partners who contributed to its success. 

An estimated 1.5 million people have visited 
Seacoast Science Center over the past 30 years, 
including thousands of school children, some of 
whom experienced the ocean for the very first 
time during their visit. 

Seacoast Science Center CEO Jim Chase read a 
letter of support from Senator Jeanne Shaheen, 
who wrote, “You have inspired so many young 
students to become lifetime stewards of our Blue 

Planet, you’ve brought together so many scientists 
and researchers in an effort to understand our 
ocean and coastal environments … Thank you for 
all you are doing to support science education and 
support the long-term health of our planet.” 

Governor Chris Sununu was in attendance, calling 
SSC “a true gem,” reinforcing the need for the 
community to continue to engage with the Center 
and help it grow. 

An independent nonprofit, SSC provides 
educational experiences in Odiorne Point State 
Park on behalf of NH State Parks. Seacoast Science 
Center has recently been granted a 20-year service 
agreement with NH State Parks with an additional 
20-year option, effectively extending its contract 
to 2062.

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS, AND MANY MORE!

SSC President & CEO Jim Chase, President  
Emeritus Wendy Lull, and Governor 
Chris Sununu  
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VISIONS FOR A BRIGHT FUTURE
As a valued public resource, we are committed to encouraging social interaction and community 
collaboration, supporting diversity, and pursuing shared values. We believe that by building on the areas 
of operation below, we can create greater impact in our community and strengthen the cultural fabric of 
Seacoast New Hampshire and beyond.

Commitment to Local History & Culture 

Honor our past by sharing stories of those  
who stewarded this land before us, sharing 
perspectives.  

Nature-based Early Learning

Classroom space designed to suit the needs 
of early learners, with age-appropriate exhibits 
and amenities to foster a lifelong interest and  
advocacy for conservation.

Employ Environmental Practices

Employ environmentally-conscious practices 
in all areas of SSC operations to minimize  
environmental and climate impact.

Exhibits, Aquariums & Community Spaces

Contemporary exhibits that educate to motivate 
conservation and meeting space to welcome  
community conversation.

Marine Mammal Education, Rescue  
& Rehabilitation

Increase the educational impact and visibility 
of  SSC Marine Mammal Rescue by conducting 
marine mammal rehabilitation on-site.

Teaching Laboratory & Increased Focus  
on Environmental Literacy

Dedicated classroom space designed to give 
students and program participants a deeper  
marine science experience. 
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OFFICERS
Nancy Targett, PhD, Chair
Allan Waterfield, PhD, Past Chair
Greg Lynch, MD, FAAFP, Vice Chair
Linda Sanborn, CPA, MBA, Treasurer
Bruce Freeman, MBA, Secretary

Trevor Arp
Katharine Brown, MBA
Kathryn Gill Drew, CFP, CDFA
Richard Dumore
Brian Fitzgerald
Steve Genestreti
Jim Glynn
Jeanne Hayes
Laurie Leichthammer
Eric Maher, Esq.
Allison McLean
Matt Siler
Mark Wiley

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MANAGEMENT
Jim Chase, President & CEO

Kate Leavitt, Chief Program Officer
Natalee P. Martin, Chief Advancement Officer
Karen Provazza, Chief Communications Officer

Danielle Bastian, Director of Visitor Experience
Henry Burke, Director of Camp & Programs 
Ashley Stokes, Director of Marine Mammal Rescue

Phillip Bryce, ex-officio
    Director, NH Division of Parks 
	 & Recreation
Diane Foster, ex-officio

Director, UNH School of Marine 
Science and Engineering

Wendy Lull, President Emeritus

Honorary Lifetime Board 
Members
Paul Avery*
Barbara Newall*
*Deceased

Seacoast Science Center’s mission is to spark curiosity, enhance understanding, 

and inspire conservation of our Blue Planet. We envision a healthy World Ocean.

MISSION & VISION

Cover and back cover photo by John Adams Photography

This Impact Report includes data and highlights from October 2021–September 2022.

Seacoast Science Center is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization providing educational experiences 
at Odiorne Point State Park on behalf of New Hampshire State Parks.
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in Odiorne Point State Park
P.O. BOX 570 
570 Ocean Boulevard
Rye, New Hampshire  03870-0570

www.seacoastsciencecenter.org

JOIN US IN CONSERVATION 
To learn more about giving opportunities, please 

contact Natalee Martin at 603-436-8043, ext. 10  

or n.martin@sscnh.org.


